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FOR 


MOURNERS: 


The Advice of Chriſt to a di- 


ſtreſſed Mother, bewailing the 
Death of her Dear and only Son. 


W HEREIN, 


The Boundaries of Sorrow are duly fixed, 
Excefles reſtrained, the Common Pleas 
Anſwered,and diversRulcsfor the (up- 
port of GPS me ones preſcribed. 


By F. F. Preacher 7) the Goſpel of 
hriſt at Dartmouth in Devon. 


| 
wo _—_— — 
_ 


"Oy 8 (12s Jus Doh er yaoes 


LO 


A EIT 


Tranſruere patres, ſimul binc'tranſthimus omnes. 
In celopatriam, qui bene up babet. | 
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THE Bo, 
Epiſtle Dedicarsry: 


| To his dearly beloved Brother 
and: Siſter, Mr. F. C. and 

v Mrs. ZE. C. the Author wiſh- 
eth Grace, 2 Mercy , and 


Peace. ; 


Dear Frichds;: 


H E double tye of 'Nature ge” 

| Grace , beſide the many en- 

deering paſſages that for ſo 

many years have linked and glewed 

| off afſeFions ſo intimately, tannot 
| but beget a tender ſympathy in me 
#nder all your troubles ; and make me 
| ſay of every affliFion which hefalls 
| A 4 Jan, 


TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 
you, half mine. I find 3t 5s with 
our affeFions, as with the ſtrings of 


Mufecal inſtruments exatly ſet at the 
ſame height, if one be touched the 


other trembles, though it be at ſome 


diſtance. 

Onur affefigns are one, ' and ſa_in 4 
great meaſure have been our afllitions 
alſo. Tou cannot forget that in the 
years lately paſt;' t Almnghty viſited 
my; Tabern le with th e Rod, | and itt 
one-year, cht off from it the root, 
and the braiich, the” tender Mother, 


and the only $on. © What / thei effects 


of thoſe ſtrokes, or - rather-of my own 
unmortified paſlions -were, I have 
felt, and you and others have heard. 
Surely I was asa Bullock unaccuſto- 
med to the Yoak. Tea I may ſay 
with them ,- Lam. 3. I9,-20. Re- 
membring_ mine affliction and-my 
| miſery, 'the wormwood and the 

gall, my ſoul hath them till in$e- 
*membrance., and is humbled in 
me. 

F dare not ro Y that ever T felt my 


heart 


D—— . 4# 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory 


. heart diſcontentedly riſing and ſwel» 


ling againſt God 5, no, I cou fill 
juſtifie hams , . when 1 moſt ſenſibly 


- ſmarted by bis hand : if he had plun= 


ged me- into a Sea of ſorrow, yet I 
could ſay in all that Sea of Sorrow, 
there is not a drop. of injuſtice But 
it was the over-heating, and over- 


. ating of my fond and unmortified 


affeFions and paſſions that made ſo 
Z impreſſuons upon my body,and caſt 
me under thoſe diſtempers which ſoon 
imbittered all my remaining comforts 
Fo me, 4 
It was my earneſt deſire ſo ſoon 45 
Thad ſtrength and opportunity for ſo 
great a Journey to viſit you 5 that ſo, 
(if the Lord had pleaſed.) I might 
both refreſh, and be refreſhed by you, 
after all my ſad and diſconſolate 
daye. And you cannot imagine 
what content and pleaſure I projeded 
in that viſit ! but it proved to us (as 


| all other Comforts of the ſame kind 


ordinarily do) more in expeCtatian, 
than in fruition 3 for how ſoon after 
our 


| 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
onr joyful meeting and embraces, did 
the Lord overcaſt and darken our 
day, by ſending death into your 
Tabernacle, to take away the de- 
fire of your eyes with a ſtroke! 
to crop off that ſweet and only bud 
from which we promiſed our 'ſelves ſo 
much Comfort : But no more of that, 
T fear T am goxe too far already. It 
# not my deſign to exaſperate your 
troubles, but to heal them, and for 
that purpoſe have T ſent you theſe pa= 
pers, which T hope may be of uſe both 
to you and many others in your con- 
dition; ſinte they are the after-fruits 
of my own troubles; things that 1 
commend not to you from ,another 
hand, but which T1 have (in ſome 
meaſure) proved and taſted in my own 
tryals. 

But Iwill not hold you longer here. 
T have only a few things to deſire for 
and from you, and I have done. 
The things Ideſire are, 

Firſt, That you will not be too haſty 
ta get off the yoak, which God hath 
ET put 


The Epiltle Dedicatory. 


put upon your neck, Remember when 
your child was inthe Womb, neither 
' of youdeſired it ſhould be delivered 
thence, till Gods appointed time' was 
fully comezand now that you travail a= 
gain with ſorrow for its death.0 deſire 
not to be delivered from your ſorrows 
one moment before Gods time for your 
deliveraxce be fully come alſo. Let 
patience have its perfe® work; that 
Comfort which comes in Gods wa 
and ſeaſon, will ſtick by you, and 
you good indeed, 

Secondly, 7 deſire, that though 
you and your afflitions had @ ſad 
meeting, yet you and they may have 
a Comfortable parting. If they effe&# 
that upon your hearts which God 
ſent them for, T doubt not but you 
will give them a fair teſtimony when 
they go off. 

If they obtain Gods bleſſing upon 
them in their operation, ſarely they 
will have your bleſſing too at their 
valediction. And what you enter- 
tained with fear, you will diſmiſs 


with. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatoiy. 


with praiſe. - How'ſweet js'it-to heat 
#he mn Soul ſay 'when God is looſer 

bands, It's good for me that 
Ave been afflicted ! 

"Thurdly, I heartily wiſh, 'that 
theſe ſearching affliFions may make 
the moſt ſatisfying diſcoveries, \that 
Jon may now ſee more of the: evil of 
ſin, the:wanity of the Creature; and 


thefulneſs if Chrit,. than. ever. you 


gh, "v3 Afitions are.. ſearchers, 
pt the. ſoul upon ſearching. _ 


Dr its ways, Lam. 3.404 
our ſin finds us out by'a ſos es 
are we, if by the. light of affliction 
we find ont. (11. pe fſed 3s. the man 
whom God 19 ways and teacheth 
uÞ of his Law,Plal. 94:12: Thert are 
unſeen canſes maniy times - of \ our 
troubles ; you bave an advantage now 
fo ſoft ont the ſeeds and principles 
from which they ſpring. 
Fourthly, 7wiſp that all the Lowe 
- and delight you beit owed upon your 
little one, may now be placed #9 


Jo! \gfteter. egy pon.” Fiery 


at R H——__  — I— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ebriſt: and that the ſlream-of your 
affeFion to him, . may be: ſo. much the 
onger., 4s there are: now fewer cha- 
wels for it to. be; denided into; - If 
God will not. have (any part; of your 
happineſs to lye ite children; then let it 
wholly lye in himſelf." If the Jealouſte 
of the Lord hath removed that which 
drew away too. much of your heart 
from him,and hath ſpoken by this rod, 
ſaying, Stand aſide child, thou. art 
1t.my way, and: filleſt more room 
1nthy Parents: hearts than: belongs 
Xo thee.” 40 then: deliver-up: all. to 
'hims, axed ſay, Lord; tghe the whole 
heart intirely and \undividedly to. thy 
ſelfe © Henteforth let there be 'no par- 
'ting,. ſtaring or devitling of #he :af- 
.fetions betwixt: God: and. the:Crea- 
-ture;"let all the ſtreams meet and cen- 
ter in thee only.” 17 11 L919 
+11 Fifthly, That: you 2ay be ſtreugth» 
ned with all might in the inner.'man 
ito all.patience, that the peace of 'Gad 


_ |, *2way keep your heart and mind. La- 


"\buurto bring your. hearts to a meek 
Way ſ#b: 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ubmiſſuon to the rod of your Father, 
ir ho Fathers of 9, fleſh who 
corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence, {hall we not much more 
be 1n ſubjection to the Father of 
ſpirits and live? Is it comely for 
children to conteſt and ſtrive with 
their Father 2 Or is it the way to be 
freed from the yoak by ſtruggling 
under it 2 Oh that your hearts might 
be in a like frame with his, that ſaid, 
Lord, thou ſhalt beat, and IT will 
bear. It was 4 good obſervation 
that one made, Anima ſedendo, & 
quieſcendo *fit ſapiens. The Soul 
grows wiſe by ſutting ſtill and quiet 
wander the rod. And the Apoſtle calls 
thoſe excellent fruits which the Saints 
gether from —— affliFions, 
The peaceable fruits of Righteoul- 

neſs, Heb. 12. 11, | | 
 Eaſtly, 14 hearts deſire and prayer 
fo God: for you is, that you may die 
daily to all viſtble enjoyments, and by 
theſe frequent converſes with death in 
gour family, you may be prepared for 
| your 
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your own change and diſſolution when 
#t ſhall come. 

0, Friends, How many graves have 
you and 7 ſeen opened for our dear 
Relations ! How oft hath death come 
up into our windows, and ſummoned 
the delight of our eyes? It is but a 
little while and we ſhall go to theme, 
we and they are diſtinguiſhed but by 
ſhort intervals. 

Tranfivere patres , ſimul hinc 
tranſibimus omnes. \ 

Our dear Parents are gone, our 
lovely and deſireable children are 
goue, our boſom Relations, that were 
4s our own ſouls, are gone,the greateſt 
part of us is gone : And do not all 
theſe warning-knocks at our dores 
acquaint us, that we muſt prepare to 
follow ſhortly after them ! 

O that by theſe things our own death 
might be both more eafte and more fa 
miliar to #5 ! the oftner it viſits us, 
the better we ſhould be acquainted 
with it, and the more of our beloved 
. Relations it removes before us, the 


leſs 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
leſs of either ſnare and intanglement 
remains for us when our turn comes, 
My dear Friends, my fleſh\and my 
Mood , TI beſeech \you for: Religion 
fake, for your own ſake, and for my 
ſake,” whoſe | Comfort is in great part 
bound up in your proſperity and wel- 
fare, that you read: frequently, ponder 
ſeriouſly, and apply. believingly theſe 
8cripture-conjolationsand diretions, 
mwhichin ſome haite, Thave. gathered 
for your uſe, and the God of all con* 

ſolation be with you. © © 


I am 
Your moſt endeared 
Brother 


Jon Fraver. 


© — 


— 
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TT ito 
And when Warns hots be had 


Compa)ſion on her, and ſaid to her, 
Weep not. 


O be above the ſtroke of paſ- 
ſions, is a condition equal to. 
Angels: tobe in a State of 
Sorrow, without the ſenſe 

| of ſorrow, is a diſpoſition be- 

neath Beaſts ; but duly to regulate 
our Sorrows, and bound our Paſſions 
under the-rod , is the Wiſdom, duty, 
and excellency of. a Chriſtian. . He that 
is without natural affections, is deſervedly 

ranked among the worſt of Heathens 3 

and he that is able rightly to manage 

them, deſerves to be numbred with t! 

beſt of Chriſtians. Though when we 

are Saxdiified, we put on the Divine Na- 
txre 3 yettill weare glorified we put not 
off the infirmities of our bumane Ne- 


tare, ; kD 
B Whilt 


_* The Text opened 


Whileſt we are within the reach of 
troubles, we cannot be without the dan- 
ger, nor ought to be without the fear 
of ſin; and itis as hard for us to eſcape 
lin, being in adverſity, as becalming 1n 
proſperity. 


How apt we are to tranſpre(s the - 


bounds both of. Reaſon and Religion un- 
der a ſharp affliction, appears, as in niolt 
mens experience, fo in this Womans ex- 
ample, to whoſe exceſſive Sorrow, Chriſt 
putsa ſtop in the Text: He ſaw ber, and 
had Compaſſion on her, and ſaid to her, 
Weep not, Fo 

The Lamentations and waylings of 
this diſtreſſed niother, moved the tender 
compatſſhons of the Lord in beholding it, 
and [tirred up more pitty in his heart for 
her, than could be in her heart for her 
dear and only Son. 

"In the words we are to conſider, both 
the Condition of the woman , and the 
Conſe of Chriſt with reſpet unto 
it. t 

- Firſt, The condition of this Woman, 
which appears to be very dolorous and 
diftreſſed 3 her groans and tears moved 
and mated the very. heart of Chriſt, to 
Warandbehold them: When he ſaw her,” 
be had Compaſſion 0 ber. 


How 


' The Text opened. 3 
How fad an hour it was with her when 
Chriſt met her, appears by -what is {0 
diſtin&tly remark't by: ' the Evangeliſt, 
in ver. 12., Where it is daid, Now whex 
they came nigh to the Gate-of the City, be- 
hold, there was a dead man carried out, the 
only Son of his Mother, and ſhe was a 
Widdow, and much people of the City was 
with her. | 
In this one Verſe, divers heart piercing 
circumſtances of this afliction are noted: 
Firſt, It was the death _ _ 
of a Son. To bury a child, —_—_ S 
any child, muſt needs rend vet. 
the heart of a tender Pa- ©7** Come. 
rent for what are children but the pa- 
rent multiplied : a child is a part of the 
parent made up in another skin. But to 
lay a Son in the grave, A. Son which con- 
tinues the name, and ſupports the family 
this was ever accounted a very great aftlt- 
Qtion. ned] 
Secondly, This Son was not carried 
from the Cradle to the Coffin, nor ſtript 
outvf its Swathing, to be wrapt in its 
Winding cloaths: Had he dyed in infancy, 
before he had engaged affedion, or raiſed 
'  expeAation, the affliftion had not been 
{o pungent and cutting, as now it. wass 
Death fmote this Son in the flower, and 
B 2 prims 


kt 


* In adoleſcentia 
defun us fuit, 
zdeo plus dolen- 

dum futrat,quia 
in flore etatis 
ſue fuit, et cum 
grand! labcre ac 
ſolicitudine pa- 
tentum ad iftam 
elatem perdutt- 


us. 
Dion. Cath, in 
loc. 


; *cem edebar, 


<culis erat. 


The Text opened. 

Prime of his time. He was a man (ſaith 
the Evangeliſt) ver: 12. a young man, 
(as Chriſt calls him) ver. 14. he was now 


arrived * at that age which 
made him capable of yeild- 
ing his Mother all that 
comfort which had ' been 
the expectation and hope 
of many years, and the re- 
ward and fruit of\ many 
cares and Labours : Yet 
then when the endearments 
were greateſt,and herhopes 
higheſt; even in the flow- 
cr of his age, he is cut off. 


Thus Baſt! Leg the death of his Son : 
«Filius mihi crat TJ once had a Son 
< adoleſcens; folus vi= who was a young 
< teſucceſſor,ſolatium man, my only ſuc- 
* ſenecez,gloria gene= 
< fis, flos xquatium , my age, the glory of 
I fulcrum domu,szta- his kind, the prop 
*tem gratioliffimam of my famtily, arri- 
'_ Agebat : hic raptus ved to the endear- 
« periit, qui paulo ing age : th&:was 
& ante jucundam vo- be ſuatcht from me 


ceſſor, the ſolace of ' 


& ju- by death , whoſe 


< cundiſſimum ſpets- I wely voice but s 
< culum parentis o- little before Theard, 


who lately was a 


' Pleaſant ſp etiacle tobis Parent. Reader, 


The Text opened. 5 


Reader, if this have been thine own con- 
dition, 4s it hath been his that writes it 
I need ſay no more toconvince thee, that 
it was a ſorrowful State indeed Chriſt met 


this tender Mother in. 
Thirdly, And which is 


yet more, he was not only 


a Son, but an only Son : fo 
you find in ver. 12. He mas 
the only Son of bis Mother : 
One in whomall her hopes 
and Comforts of that kind 
were bound up, For, 
Qmnis in Aſcanio ſtat 
chari- cura Parentis, All her 


Mortem ltvins 
toleraret, fs nox 
unicus fuiſſet 5 
ſs alter qut 4+ 
remts . dolorem 
leniret © ſuperfus 
iſſer. 

Ambycs, 


Virgil. 


affections were contratted jnto this one 


object. 


of them to ſpare. It_ they 
ſtand like Olive plants a- 
bout qur Table, it would 
grieve us to ſce the leaſt 
twigg among{t them bro- 
ken down. But ſurely the 


It we have never ſq many chil: 
dren, we knqw not which : 


Nibil Vore Fn 
nico-filio: ſic do» 
lor. de marte ip- 
ſeas intenfs ſſymus 
exiftit.' © 

Carrhus.in Loc. 


dcagh of oze out of many, is much more 
tolerable than of all in axe. 

Hence its noted in Sexipture as the 
greateſt of garthly Sorrows, Jer. 6. 26. 
O daughter of my people gird thee with 
Sackcloth, and wallow thy Gf iu Abes. 


B 3 


Maks 


»4+ #+ 4 


{pritual troubles by it... Zech: 12. 10, 
They ſhall moury. for him. (namely, Chriſt 
whom they:picreed) as oe mourneth: for 


an only'8ou.:” \rOne am. 
+ bb >Fourthhy .:And yet to 
cl 2OM1NC- ' 2 
rat My "laje 1 heighten the affiliction- it 
tus "quad <xfjet-. 15 ſuper added;,: ver.' 12. 
unigenttus ' t0'' Ar t1the mate WYiddow. So 
quod effet"ſol#* [1 ar the iſtaff-of. her 
tium, & qua ar the ſtaff: ot. her (age, 
bafulus viduita-- On Whom\fhe leaned: was 
Fis zpfeus. * broken :..She:. had now 
Ic. _ Loc 1,;30nelettitocombort or af. 
liifllder frher helpleſs cotfifordiefs State of 
Widdowhood  iwhich'5'ac0fidition not 
only-void of comfort, but expoſed to op- ' 
preſſfiort\triÞ'tontempt- AC 2.4 ey 
'Y 2, and beird > Widdow, - the whole 


. 
.. 
% 
4 


burden layuporher «ones ſhe had not : 
an*Husbaht#7o comfort her,;-as Elkana 
- did Hannab in 1- Samy 1. B11 by weepeſt 
thou *i and m#hy is thy beart"gvieved ym 
zot I more to thee than ten Sons ? T his 
would haye beena great-relidtz but her 
 Husband* was'dead-as well as her Son : 
both gone, nd ſhe only ſurviving, to la- 
ment theloſs of thoſe comforts that _ . 


The Text opened, PF 


ſhe had. Her calamities came: not ſingle, 
but one after another, and this reviving 
and aggravating the former, This was 
her caſe and condition when the Lord 
met hex. 

Secondly, Let us confider the Comncel 
which Chritt gives her, with reſpec to 
this herſad and ſorrowtful caſe. And when 
the Lord ſaw her, h? bad Compaſſion. ont 
her, and ſaid unto ber, Weep not : Relie- 
ving and Supporting words, wherein we 
ſhall confider, 


Occalion., 
TheIMotive. 
Councel it felt, 


Firſt, The occaſion of it, and that was 
his ſeeing of her. This meeting at the 
Gate of the City, how. accidental and 
occaſional ſoever it ſeems, yet without 
doubt it was providentially ſuited to the 
work intended to be wrought : Theeye 
of his Omniſcience forcſaw her, and this 
anccting was by him deligned, as an OC- 
Wo of that tamous Miracle which he 
wrought upon the young man. Chritt 
hath a quick cye to diſcern poor mourn- 
ing and diſconſolate Creatures : 'and 
though he be now in Heaven, and ſtands 
B 4 out 


s The Text opened. 
out of our ſight, ſo that we ſee him not; 
yet he ſees us3 and his eye (which is 
upon all our troubles) ſtill affe&s his 
heart, and moves his bowels for us. 

Secondly, The Motive ſtirring him up 
to give this relieving and comtfortable 
Councel to her, was his own Compaſſion, 
She'neither expected, nor delired it trom 
him 3 but ſo full of tender pittty was the 
Lord towards her, that he prevents her 
with unexpedted conſolation : Her heart 
was nothing ſo full of compaſſion for her 
Son, as Chriſt was for her : He bore our 
infirmities, even natxral as well as moral 
Ones, in the dayes of his fleſh 3 and though 
he be now exalted to the higheſt glory, 
yet ſtill he continues as merciful as ever, 
and as apt to be touched with the ſenſe of 
our miſeries, Hb. 4. 1 

Laſtly | The Comncel it ſelf IWeep not, 
hevein falflling the office of a Comforter 
ro them that mourn, - wheretinto he was 
anointed, 'I/a. 61. 1, 2," 3. Yet the words 
are not ari abſolute prohibition of teats 
and ſorrow: he doth not Conde 
mourning as {mful , or all expreſſions 
grict for dead Relations as anconchyh no, 
Chriſt would not have his people ltupid 
and infenſate 3 he only prohibits the ex- 
les and cxtravagancies of our "hn 
p OT, 


The Text opened. 9 


for the dead, that it ſhould not be ſuch 
a mourning for the dead as is found a- 
mong, the Heathens, who ſorrow with- 
out meaſure, becauſe without bop be- 
ing ignorant of that grand reliet by the 
Reſurrection which the Goſpel re- 
veals. 

The Reſurrection of her Son from the 
dead, is the. ground upon which Chritt 
builds her conſolation and relicte. Well 
might he (ay, Weep not, when he inten- 
ded quickly to remove the cauſe of her 
tears by reſtoring him again to lite. 

Now though there be ſomewhat in 
this caſe extraordinary and peculiar for 
tew or none that carry thcjr dear chil- 
dren to the grave, may expect to \receive 
them again from the dead immediately 
by a ſpecial reſurrection, as the did : I fay 
this is not to be expected by any that now 
looſe their Relations; the occation and 
reaſons of ſuch miraculous ſpecial refur- 
re&ions being removed, by a ſufficient 
and full evidence and confirmation of 
co divine power and Godhead : Yet 
thoſe that now bury their Relations, it 
they be {uch as dye in Chrilt,have as good 
and ſufhcient reaſon to moderate their 
paitions, as this mourner had, and do as 
truly come within the reach and wn" 
; ® 


10 ' The Text opened. 


of © this - Chriſts comfortable and ſup- 
-porting councel; Weep at, as the did; For 
do but confider, what of ſupport or com- 
fort, can a particular and preſent Reſur- 
'xection from the dead give us, more than 
-that it is, andas itis a Specimen, hanſell, 
or pledge of the general Reſurrection ? 
It is not the returning of the ſoul to its 
body. to live an Animal life again in this 
world of {in and forrow.and ihortly after 
to undergo theagonies and pains of death 
again, that is in it ſelf any ſuch privi- 
ledge, as may afford much comfort to the 
perſon raiſcd, or his Relations: It is no 
priviledge to the perſon raiſed 3, for 1t rc- 
-curns him trom reſt to trouble, from the 
harbour back again into the Ocean. It is 
matter of trouble to many dying Saints, 
to hear of the likelyhood of their retur- 
ning again, when they are got {o nigh ta 
Heaven. 

It was once the caſe of a godly Mini- 
fter of this Nation, who-was much troub- 
led at his return, and ſaid, I am like a 
ſeep driven out of the ftorm almgit to 
the fold, and then driven back intEF the 
ſtorm again: or a weary Traveller that 
is come near his home, and then multi go 
back to fetch ſomewhat he had forgotten : 
or an Apprentice, whole time is almolt 
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expired , and then muſt begin-a new 
terin. 

But to die, and- then return again 
from theadead, hath leſs of priviledge, 
than to return only from the brink of the 
grave for the ſick hath not yet felt the 
agonies and laſt ſtruggles or pangs ofdeath: 
but ſuch have felt them once, and muſt 
teel them agains. they muſt die twice, be- 
fore they can be happy oxce : and behides,. 
during the little time they ſpend-on earth: 
betwixt the firſt and ſecond diflolution , 
there is a perfe& dungz forgetfulneſs and 
inſenſibleneſs of all that which they ſaw 
or enjoyed in their ſtate of ſeparation It 
being neceſſary, both for them, and '0- 
thers that it ſhould be ſo 3 for thernſclves- 
its neeeflary, that they may be content to 
live, and endure the time _ 2 
of ſeparation from- that NE_—Y 
bleſſed and ineffable ſtate," /ayrey; 
quietly and patiently 3 and | 
for others, that they may live by faith, 
and not by ſenſe,” and build npon divine 
and not humane authority and re- 

Ort. 

So that here you ſee, their agonies and 
pangsare doubled, and yet their lite not 
{weetned by any ſenſe of their happineſs 
which returns and remains with _— 
an 
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and therefore it can be no ſuch priviledge 
to them. | 
And for their Relations, though it be 
ſome comfort to receive them again from 
the dead 3 yet the conſideration, that they 
axe returned to them into the ſtormy Yea, 
to partake of new ſorrows and troubles, 
from which they were Jately free 3 and 
in a ſhort time they muſt part with them 
again, and feel the double ſorrows of a 
parting pull, which others feel but once ; 
ſurely ſuch a particular Reſurrection con- 
ſidered in it ſelf, is no ſuch ground of 
comfort as at hxſt we might imagine it 
to be. | 
It remaigs then, that the ground of 
all ſolid Comfort and relicte againtt the 
death of our Relations , 
In eo futwe 7t- yes in the General and laſt 
rn, +. RefupreGion, and what i 
Specrmen. in a particular one, is but 
' Cal. in Loc, AaSitis a Specimen, and evi- 
dence of the general ; and 
thexe the Apoſtle places our relief, 1 Theſ; 
4-17. that we ſhall ſee & enjoy them aggin 
at the Lords coming. And ſurely this is 
more, than it with this Mother ( in the 
Text) we ſhould preſently receive them _ 
from the dead, as ſhe did her Son : And 
it yyejudge nof (o, it is becauſe oux hearts 
arc 


The Doftrine propounded. 13 
are carnal, and meaſure things rather by 
time, and ſenſe, than by faith and eter- 
nity. © 

Thus you ſee the Councel, with' its 
ground, which for the moſt part is com- 
mon to other Chriftian mourners with 
her 3 the difference being but inconfide- 
rable, and of little advantage. 

Here then you tind many aggravations 
of ſorrow meeting together 3 A Son, an 
only Son, is carrying to the grave, yet 
Chriſt commands the penſive Mother, not 
to Mourn. 


Hence we note, 


Do&. That Chriſtians ought to mode- 
rate their Sorrows for their dead Relations, 
how many afflifting circumſtances and ag- 
gravations ſoever do meet together in their 
Death. 

It is as common with 9ye ardentey 
men, yea, with good men , drligimus babi- 
fo excecd in their ſorrows #4 8 4viter ſuſ- 
for dead Relations, as it is mn 0 F 
to exceed in their Joves and 

delights to living Relations 3 and both 
of the one and other, we may ſay as they 
ſay of waters, It's hard to contine them 
within their bounds. It is therefore grave 
advice 
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advice which the Apoſile delivers in this 
caſe, 1 Cor. 7.29,30, But this I ſay Bre- 
thren. the time is ſhort, It remaineth, that 
both they that have Wives, be as though 
they: had none, and they that weep, as 
though they wept not, and thoſe that rejoyce, 
.as though they rejoyced not. As if he had 
ſaid, the floating world is 
yeinje aces NEAT Its port: God hath 
PTS contracted the failes of 
mans life : its but a point of time we have 
to live , and ſhortly it will not be a poinr 
to.chooſe, whether we had wives or not , 
children or not-: all theſe are time-ecaten 
things , and before the expected fruit of 
theſe comforts be ripe, we our ſelves may 
be rottex. Its therefore an high point of 
. Wifdom, to Ivok upon things which 
ſhortly will not be, as it already they were 
not, and to behave our {elves in the loſs 
of theſe carnal enjoyments, as the natural 
man behaves himſelf in the uſe of fpiri- 
tual: Ordinances : He hears as it he heard 
not,  and-we ſhould weep as if we wept 
not > Their aftcQions are a little moved 
fometimes by ſpiritual, things, but they 
never lay them {o'to heart, as to be bro- 
- ken hearted for the fin they hear of, or 
deeply affected with-the glory revealed : 
 Wealfo ought-to be ſenſible of the ke 
O 
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God upow our dear Relations :. but yer 
ſtill we muſt weep, as if we. wept not 3 
that is, we muſt keep due bounds and mo- 
deration in our ſorrows, and not be too 
deeply concerned for theſe dying ſhorts. 
hv'd things. | - 
To this purpoſe the Apoſile exhorts, 
Heb. 12. 5, MySon deſpiſe not the thaſten- 
ing of the Lord ; neither faint when thaze 
art rebuked of him. Theſe are two ex- 
treams , deſpiſing , and fainting : when 
God is corrc&ing, to fay, I do not re- 
eard it, let God take allit he will 3 it my 
cltate muſt go, let it go'3 it my children 
dy, let them dye: this is to deſpiſe the 
Lords chaſtening : and. God cannot bear 
it, that we ſhould bear [it thus lightly. 
There is alſo another extream, and. 
that is Fainting : if when goods are ta- 
ken away, the heart be taken away» and 
when children dye, then the ſpirit of the 
Parent dyes alſo; this is fainting under. 
the rod. Thou lamenteſt (faith Sexeca) 
thy deceaſed friend, but I would not have 
thee grieve beyond what is meet : That 
thou thouldſt not grieve at all, I dare. not, 
rcquire thee 3 tcars may be exculed, ..if 
they donot exceed : Let thine eyes there- 
fore be neither wholly dry, nor yet. It; 
them overflow 3 Weep thou maiſt, but 
Fayle thou muſt nct* Happy 
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Happy man that ſtitl keeps the golden 
bridle of moderation upon his paſſions 
and affections, and ſtill keeps the poſ- 
ſeſſion of himſelf, whatſoever he looſeth 


the poſſeſhon of. 
Now the the method in which I pur- 
poſe to proceed ſhall be, 
f. Todiſcover the Signes Y. :._..' 
2. Todiſſwade from the fin of imumo- 
3. To remove the pleas Sorrow. 


4. To propoſe the cure 


Firſt, I ſhall give you the Signs of im- 
moderate Sorrow, and ſhew you when. it 
exceeds its bounds, and becomes ſinful, 
even a ſorrow to be ſorrowed for; and 
for clearneſs ſake, I will tirſt allow what 
= be allowed to the Chriſtian mourner, 
and then you will the better diſcern 
wherein the excefſe and linfulneſs of 
your ſorrow lyes. | 

And Firſt, How much foever we cen- 
ſure and condemn immoderate Sorrow, 
yet the afflified muſt be allowed an awaken- 
ed and tender ſenſe of the Lords affiidting 
hand upon them. . Its no virtue to bear 
what we do not fee]: Yea it is a moſt un- 
becoming temper, not to tremble when 
Gol is ſmiting. 

The 


—_—” 


—_— 7 


Wherein Moutners fin not. 17 
- The Lord faith to Moſes, in the caſe 
of Miriam, Num: 12. 24. If ber Father 
had ſpit in ber face, ſhould ſhe not be aſha- 
med ſeven days ? The face is the Table 
and Seat of beauty and honour 3 but when 
it is ſpit upon, it's made the fink of ſhame4 
Had her own- Father ſpit upon her face 
when ſhe had difpleafed him 5 Would ſhe 
not have gone aſide as one aſhimed by 
ſuch a rebuke; and not have ſhew'd her 
face to him- again in feven days ? How 
much-more ſhould ſhe take it to heart, and 
be ſenſible of this rebuke of mine, who 
have flPd her face with -Leprous ow: 
the figns of my diſpleaſure againft er? 
Surely God will be aſhamed of thoſe, that 
are not aſhamed when he rebukes them. 

Ic is not magnanimity, bat- ſtupidity 
to make light of Gods correQions, and 
for this the- afflicted are ſmartly taxed; 
Jer. 5. 3. © have ſmitten them but thay 
have not grieved. When God fmote Fob 
in his perſon, children, and eſtate, he 
aroſe and rent his mantle, and put duft 
upon his head; to ſhew he was not fenſc- 
ls and unaffected, and yet bleſſed the 
afflicting God, which .as plainly ſhew'd 
he was not contumacious and anſub- 
miſhve, 


C Secondly; 
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Secondly, We muſt allow the mourning 
affliied ſoul; a due and comely expreſſion of 
his grief and ſorrow, in his complaints both 
#o Grd and men. 

Irs much more becoming a Chriſtian in- 
genuouſlly to open his troubles, than fſul- 
lenly .to {mother theni.. There's no fin 
in complaining to God,but much wicked-= 
nels in complaining, of him. Grietfes are 
caſed by..groans, and heart preſſures re- 
lieved by--atterance. This was Davids 
courſe, and conſtant way, who was a man 
of  afflitions, Pſal. 142.2, 3, 1 porred 
out my complaint before bim, I ſhewed be-\ 
fore him my trouble : when my ſpirit was 
overwhelmed within me, then thou kneweſt 
my path. | 

To whom ſhould children go but to 

their Father to-make their moan? Whence 
may they expect . relief and comfort but 
from him ?. The 102. Pſalm is. intituled, 
A Pſalm for the afflified, when be i over- 
whelmed, and poureth out his complaint be- 
fore the Lord. | 

And happy were it if every afflicted 

ſoul would chuſe this way to expreſs his 
ſorxows. Did we complain more to God, 
God would complain leſs of us, and 
quickly abate the matters 'of our com= 
plaint. O you cannot think how — 

ow 
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how melting, how prevailing it 1s with 
God, when his poor burdened and af-- 
fliced- people, in a day of diſtreſs and 
deſpondency , when deep calleth unto 
deep, and one wave drives on another ; 
then for the oppreſſed ſoul with humility; 


filial confidence, and faith, to turn it 


| to the Lord and thus beſpeak 
im, andy 3" | 

<« Father, What ſhall I do? My foul 
© is greatly bowed down by trouble, I am 
« full to the brim , my vain heart hath 
© looked for relief this way and that way 
© but none comes, every door of comfort. 
< is ſhut up againſt me: Thou haſt mul- 
© tiplyed my ſorrows, and renewed thy 
*witneſles againſt me :' Comfort is re« 
* moved from my outward, and peace 
© from my inner man : Sharp afMiictions 
* without, and bitter reflections within. 
*O Lord I am oppreſſed, undertake for 
* me. Fathers of the fleſh pitty their dif- 
* firefſed children when they complain 
*tothem, and wilt not thou O Lord, 
* whoſe compaſſhons as far exceed crea- 
* ture-compatſhons, as the Sea exceeds & 
* drop. O my Father pitty me; ſupport 
< me, deliver me. 

O how acceptable is this to God ! 
how adyantagious to the ſoul | 
C 2 W6 
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. We-may alſo make our complaint to 
men. So did Fob, Chap. 19. 21. Have 
pitty, have pitty on me O ye my friends ; for 
the bend of God bath touched me. And it is 
a mercy-if we haye any friends that are 
wiſe, faithful , and experienced. They 
axe born for {ſuch a time as this, Prov. 17, 
£7 But be they what they will, they 
connot pitty as God, relieve and fuccour 
a he: and often times we may fay with 
ob, : Chap. 2144. As for me, Is my com- 
Plaint to mens and if it were, Why ſhould 

aot.,my ſpirit be. troubled ? d What 

gxeat advantagecan I get by theſe com- 
phints? I may burden the heart of my 
friend, but how little doth that eaſe my 
own | Yetthe very opening of the heart 
to-an-experienced tender Chriſitan is ſome 
relict, 'and. the engaging his prayers is 
more. - Thus far you mone ſafely : In all 
this there-is no danger. 

- 'Thixdly,. The afflicied perſon may ( or- 
dinarily ) accuſe, judge and condemn 
himſelf, for being #be cauſe. and procurer 
of his own troubles. He may lawtully be 
d{contented, and; vexed with himſelf 
tor his own folly, when the iniquity of his 
heels compaſſeth him about. And truly 
itis but fejdom that any great affliction 
| befallsa gradous peſon, but he ſaw m_ 
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Wherein Moxrners ſin not. '21 
need of ſuch a rod before he felt it. 

Hath God ſmitten thy child or friend? 
and didſt thou not foreſee fome ſharp trial 
coming ? Did not thy fond ſecure carnal 
temper need ſuch a ſcourge, to awaken, 
quicken and purge thee ?' Or if you did 
not foreſee it, its now your duty to ſearch 
and examine your ſelves. So the Church 
in their afftiftions reſolved, Lam. 3. 40. 
Let us ſearch and try our wayes. When 
God is ſmiting we ſhould be ſearching, 
Surely our iniquities will enquire after us, 
if we will not enquire after them, Yea, in 
the day of affliction, a gracious ſoul is in- 
quiſitive about nothing morethan the pro+ 
curing and provoking cauſe of his troubles, 
Job 10. 2. Shew me wherefore thow con- 
ztendeſt with me ? q.d. Lord what ſpecial 
corruption is it that this rod is ſent to re« 
buke ? What ſinful negle& doth it come 
to humble me for ? O diſcover it now to 
me, and recover me now from it. 

And having found the root and cauſe 
of their' troubles , ingenuous ſouls will 
ſhame themſelves for it, and give glory to 
God by an humble ſubmiſſion, and vin- 
dication of the equity of his proceedings, 
Job. 7. 20. I have ſinned, what ſhall I 
do unto thee, thou preſerver of men ? He 
thinks it no ſhame Fedy to diſcover unto 

| C 3 God, 


4 
- 
& 
>» 
og 
bo 
* 
_- 
- 
b5 
bg 
i 
= $ 
= 
o 
- 
- 
& 
oy 
Fg 
2 
= 
'S 
: 
'FS. 
bs 
* 
4 
4 
4 
{ 
: 


2 
4 
v 
c 
; 
þ 
y 7 
| 


i WADE. Ho TIRGS MN FEES ors CBS 4s A 
a bei abi 8 BEER tees +2 hs 
* RE a> 4 "94, HS this 


' Tus ſur & Aege- 


32 Wherein Mourneys (in not. 


God, and deeply to abaſe himſelf before 
him, for his folly. 


* Nec enim pu- 
aet ſanfos vi- 
ros poſtquam ve- 
aovatas Corda 
furrint per reſb- 
prſcentiam, lap- 


£0r1s ad dei glo- 
riam meminifſe. 
Ntbil nobis dece- 
dit quod cedit in 
zllius bonorem. 

Brightman in 
Cant, cap. I. 


YET. 4. Pag-It. 


I remember a choice 
note that * Mr, Brightman 
hath in his commentary 
upon the Capticles. 

Holy men ( faith he) 
after their hearts are re- 
newed by repentance, are 
not aſhamed to remember 
and confeſs their ſlips and 
ſhameful falls, to the glory 
of God : for they account 
that glory which ſuch con- 
feſfions take from them is 
not loſt, whilſt it goes to 


the glory of God.lt his glory may riſe out 
of our ſhame, how willing ſhould we be 


to take ſuch ſhame to us? Holy David was 
not aſhamed to acknowledge, Pal. 38. 5, 
My wounds ſtink, and - are corrupt, becauſe 
of my fooliſhaeſs, He is the wiſeſt man 
that thus befogles himſelf before God. - 

Its txyue God may afflict from prero- 
gatiye, or for tryal 3 but we may always 


"fee cauſe enough in our felves, and its 


fafeſt to charge it upon our own fol- 


Ss & 
6 Laſtly, The afflified Chriftian may in an 


humble ſubmiſſive manner, plead with Gee 
IgG wn and 


a Whey Sorrow is ſinful. 23 
and be carneſt for the removal of the aff - 


flafon. | 

When affliction prefleth us above 
ſtrength, when it diſables us for duty, or 
when it gives advantage to temptation, 
then we may ſay with David, Remove thy 
ftroke from me, Tam conſumed by the blow 
of thine hand, Pſal. 39. 10, Even our. 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the day. of his 
troubles, poured out his foul with ſtrong} 
cries and many tears, ſaying, Father if 
thou be willing, let this cup paſs from. me, 
Luke 32. 42, Oppreſſed nature deſires 
eale 3 and even our renewed nature de» 
fires freedom from thoſe clogs and temp- 
tations which hinder us in duty, or &x- 
poſe us to ſnares. 

Thus far we may ſafely go, 

But Sorrow then becames ſinful and 
exceſhve when, 

Firſt, It cauſes us to ſlight and deſpiſe 
all our other mercies and enjoyments, as 
ſmall things in compariſon of what we 
have liſt, 

It gften falls out that the ſetting of one 
comfort clouds and benights all the relt 
Our tears fox our loſt enjoyment, fo blinds 
our eyes that we cannot {ce the many 
othey mexcies which yet remain; We: 
take ſo much notice of what is gone, that 
C4 WC 
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24 ben Sorrows finfal. 
we take little or no notice of what is left : 


' Butthis is yery fi nful 3 for it inyolves in 


it both ignorance, ingratitude, and great 
ovocation. 

Its a ſin ſpringing from ignorance, Did 
we know the deſert of our lin, we would 
rather wonder to ſee one mercy left, than 
that twenty are cut off, 'They that know 
they have forfeited every mercy, ſhould 
be tl thankful that they enioy any, and pa» 


tient when they looſe many of their com- 


- Did weknow God, even that Soveraign 
Lord at whoſe diſpoſe our comforts come 
and go, who can the next moment blaſt 
all that remain, and. turn you into hell, 
afterwards you would prize the mercies 
he yet indulges to you at an higher value. 
Did you underſtand the tickle vaniſhing 
nature of the Creature, what a flower, 
what a bubble it is, Oh how thankful 
would you be to find ſo many yet left in 
your poſſciſion ! 

Did you know the caſe of thouſands as 
ood, yea better than you, whoſe whole 
arveſt of comfort in this world, is but 

an handful to the gleanings of the com- 
forts you ſtil} enjoy , who in all their 
lives never were owners of ſuch com- 


able enjoyments as you now over- 
—_— look, 


| When Sorrows ſinful, 25 
wok, ſurely you would not a& as you 
O 


Beſide, What vile ingratitude is in - 
this ? What ! are all your remaining mer- 
cies worth nothing ? You have buried a 
child, a friend : Well, but ſtill, you have 
a husband, a wife, other children 3 or if 
not, you have comfortable accommoda- 
tions for your ſelves, with health to en- 
joy them or if not, yet you have the Or- 
dinances of God, it may be an intereſt in 
Chriſt, and in the Covenant, pardon 
of fin, and hopes of glory. What! and 
yet {ink at this rate, as it all your mer- 
cies, comforts, and hopes, even in both 
worlds, were buried in one grave. Muſt 
Ehabod be written upon your beft mer- 
cies, becauſe mortality is written upon 


one ? Fye, fye, What ſhametul ingrati- 


tude is here ? 

And really friend, Such a carriage as 
this under the rod, is no ſmall provoca- 
tion to the Lord to go on in Judgment, 
and make a full end of all that remains, 
ſo that affliction 1hall not riſe up the {ſe- 
cond time, 

Whar if God taking notice how little 
thou regardeſt the many undeſerved fa- 
vours thou yetpoſſeſſefi, ſhould fay,Well,if 
thou think*tt them not worth the owning, 
neither 
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neither do1 think them” worth the con+ 
tinuing. Go death, there's a husband, a 
wife; other children yet left, fmite them 
all. Go ficknels and remoye the health of 
his body yet left 3 go loſſes and impo- 


| vexiſh his eſtate yet lett 3 go reproach and 


bla his reputation which is yet ſweet. 
What would you think of this ? And yet 
if you be out of Chriſt, you are in danger 
of 2 far ſadder ſtroke than either or all 
yet mention'd. What if God ſhould ſay, 
Prizeſt thou not my mercy ?- Haſt thou 
no value for my goodneſs, and forbear- 
ance towards thee? Is it nothing that I 
have ſpar'd thee thus long in thy fins and 
rebellions? Well then, 1 will firetch out 
my hand upon thy life, cut off that thred 
which hath kept thee ſo' many years from 
dropping into hell. 
O think'then what you have done, by 
provoking the Lord' through your vile 
ingratitude ! Its a dangerous thing to 
provoke God, when he is already in a 
way of Judgement, And it you be his 
own people, and ſo out of the danger of 
this laſt and worſt ſtroke : yet know, you 
have better mercies to-loſg, than any you 
haye yet loſt. Should God cloud your 
{oul with doubts, let looſe Satan to buffer 
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you, remove joy and peace from your in- 
ner man, How ſoon would you be con- 
vinced, that the funeral of your deaxeſt 
friend is but a trifle to this ? 

Well then, Whatever God takes, be 
ſtill thankful for what he leaves. It was 
the great fin of Iſrael in the wilderneſs, 


_ that though God had delivered them from - 


their cruel ſervitude in Egypt , miracu- 
louſly fed them in the deſert, and was 
leading them on ta a Land flowing with 
milk and hony yet as ſoon as any want 
did but begin to pinch them, preſently 
all theſe mercies were forgotten, and 
lighted , Numb. 14. 12. Would to: God 
(lay they) we had died in Egypt. And 
Numb. 11. 6. There is nothing at all beſide 
this Mannah. . Beware of this O ye 
mourning and afflicted ones. You le 
both the fin that is in it, and the danger 
that attends it ? 

Secondly, And no leſs ſinful are our 
Sorrows, When they ſo wholly ingulph 
our hearts, that we either mind not at all, 
or are little or nothing ſenſible of the publick, 
evils and calamities which lye upon tbe 
Church and people of God. 

Some Chrittians have ſuch 'publick ſpi- 
rits that the Churches trpubles ſwallow 
up their perſonal troubles. Melanchtox 

| ſeemed 
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ſeemed to take little notice of the death 
of his child, which he dearly loved, be- 
ing almoſt overwhelm'd with the miſcries 
lying on the Church. 

And it was a good evidence of the gra- 
ciouſneſs and publickneſs of Elzes ſpirit 
REDS: who fitting in the gate 
wine 4rcan anxiouſly waiting for ty- 
dri, q-d. noz- dings from the Army,when 
dum integram, the tydings came that 1/- 
. fed inchoatam yael fled before the Phi- 
pen "net, liftins, that his two Sons 
prevolanses ex- Hophni and Phineas were 
ttum preſagiens dead, and that the Ark of 
Tuebat, God was taken; juſt at 
Micneoz.in Loc. 1+. mention of that word, 


The Ark of God, before he heard out the 
whole narration, his - mind quickly pre- 
ſaging the iſſue, he ſank down and died, 
1 Sam. 4. 19,20. O that was the fmking, 
the killing word 3 had the meſſenger ſtopt 
at the death of his two Sons, like enough 
he had ſupported that burden, but the 
loſs of the Ark was more to him than 
ſons or daughters. 

But how few ſuch publick ſpirits ap- 
pear even among Profeſſors in this ſel- 
fiſh generation ? May we not with the 
Apoſtle complain, Phil. 2. 21. All ſeek, 


their own, and pt the things that are of 
| Cbriſt, 
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Chriſt. Few men have any great cares or 
deſigns lying beyond the bounds of their 
own private intereſts. And what we fay 
of cares, is as true of ſorrows: if a child 
dye, 'weare ready to dye too, but publick 
calamities pierce us not. 

How few ſuffer either their domeſtick 

comforts to be ſwallow'd up in the 
Churches troubles, or their domeſtick 
troubles to be ſwallowed up by the 
Churches mercies ! Now when it is thus' 
with us, when we little regard what mer- 
cies or miferies lye upon others, but are 
., wholly intent upon our own afflicti 

this is a. ſinful ſorrow, and ought to be 
{orrowed for. | 

Thirdly , Our Soxrows then beco 
ſinful and exorbitant, When they divers us 
from, or diftralt us" in our dutys , ſo that 
our intercourſe with heaven is ſtopt and in-« 
terrupted by them. 

How long can we fit alone muſing up- 
on a dead Creature? Here our thoughts 
eafily flow , but how hard to fix then 
upon the living God ! When our hearts 
ſhould be in heaven with our Chriſt, they 
are in the grave with our dead. May not 
many afflicted ſouls juſtly complain, that 
their troubles have takenaway their Chrift 
from them, (I mean as to ſweet ſenſible 

com= 


30 When Sorrow becomes finful 


communion) and laid the dead child iu 
his room ? 

Poor Creature, ceaſe to weep any lon- 
gerfor thy dead Relation, and weep ra- 
ther for thy dead heart. Is this thy com- 
pliance with Gods defign in” afflicting 
thee ? What, to grow a greater ſtranger 
to him than before ! Or is this the way 
to thy cure and comfort in affliction, to 
reſtraine prayer, and turn thy back upon 
God ? 

.. Or if thou dareſt not wholly neglect 
thy duty, yet thy: affliction {ſpoyles the 
ſucceſs ard” comfort - of it; thy heart is 
wandering , dead, diſtracted in. prayer 
and meditation , ſo that thou haſt no re- 
lick. or comfort from it. 

Rouze up thy felf Chriſtian and cort- 
ſider, . This is not right. Surely the rod 
works not kindly now. What did thy love 
to God expire, when thy friend expired ? 
Is thy heart as cold in duty, as his 
body is in the grave ? Hath natural death 
ſeized him, and ſpiritual deadne(s: ſeized 
thee ? Sure then thou. haſt more reaſon 
to lament thy dead heart, than thy dead 
friend. . Divert the ſiream of thy troubles 
ſpeedily, and labour to recover thy felt 
out of this temper quickly z leaſt ſad ex- 

pre« 
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perience ſhortly tell thee, that what thou 
now mourneſt for. is but a trifle to that 
that thou ſhalt mourn for hereafter. To 
looſe the heavenly warmth and ſpiritual 
liveline(s of thy affections, is undoubred- 
ly a' far more conſiderable loſs, than to . 
looſe the wite of thy boſom, or the ſweet- 
eſt child that ever a tender parent laid in 
the grave. 

Reader, If this be thy caſe, Thou haft 
reaſon to challenge the firſt place among 
the-mourners. Its better for thee to bury 
ten ſons, than to remit one degree of love 
or delight in» God. The end of God in 
{miting, was to win thy heart nearer to 
him, by removing that which efiranged 
itz How then. dot thou croſs the 'very- 
defign of God in this diſpenſation ? Muſt 
God then loſe his delight in thy fellow- 
ſhip, becauſe thou hati loſt thine in tlie 
creature? Surely-when thy troubles thus 
accompany thee to thy cloſet, they ate 
ſinful and extravagant troubles. 

Fourthly, Then you may alſo conclude 
your ſorrows to be exceſſive and ſinful, 
When they ſo overload and oppreſs your 
bodies, as to endanger your lives, or ren-' 


der them uſeleſs and unfit for ſer- 
VICE. 
Worldly 


he tf hen Sorrow becomes ſinful. 
Worldly Sorrow works death, 2 Cor: 
2. 10. that is, Sorrow after the manner 
of worldly men, ſorrow 
Triftitia mundi in a. meer , carnal natural 
el SS. je- way, which is not relieved 
cunaum , MAW" by any ſpiritual reaſoni 
po 19901 and- conſiderations : Tho 
Eſtius in Loc. falls fo heavyſometimes up- 
on the body, that it ſinks 
under the weight, and is caft into ſuch 
diſcaſes as are nevet' more wrought off, 
or healed in this world. Heavineſs in! the 
beart of a man makes it ftoop, ſaith Solo. 
mon; Prov. 12. 25. Theftouteft body muſt 
ſtoop under heart preſſures. 
 Itis with the mind of man (ſaith one) 
as with the ſtone Tyrhenns : as long as its 
whole it {wimeth, but once broken it finks 
preſently. Griet is a moth which getting” 
into the mind, will in ſhort time, make 
the body, be it never ſo firong and well 
wrought a piece, like an old ſeary garment. 
Philoſophers and Phyſitians generally 
reckon ſorrow among the chiet cauſes of 
ſhortning life.Chrift was a man of ſorrows, 
and acquainted with griefes, and this fome 
think was the reaſon, that he appeared. as 
a man of fifty, when he was little more 
than thirty years old, fob. 8. 57. But his 
{orrows 
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| _—_ wete of another , Hee tibi ſeri 

Many a mans Soul is tO motict flev! us 
his Body, as a ſhatp knife ( quod jinime 
to a thin ſheath, which ea- ——_—_ _ 
fily cuts it through 3 and = þ hay 
what do we by poreing . ;it: hodie ta- 
. and pondering npon our wen fattun te- 


troubles, but Whet the ' wE” 
knife that it mjay cut the "7 

and quicker ? Of _ 
all the Creatures that ever Gbd made 
(Devils only excepted) man is the moſt 
able and apt to be his own tormien- 
tor. 

How untnercifully do we load them 
in times of afflition ? How do we not 
oply waſte their ſtrength by ſorrow, but 
deny relief and neceſſary refreſhment ? 
They muſt carry the load; hat be allow- 
ed no refreſhment: It they can cat the 
bread of affliction, and drink tears, th 
may feed at full; but no pleaſant btea 
noquiet ſleep is permitted thern. ' Surely 
you would not barden a beaft, as you do 
your own bodies 3 you would pitty and 
relieve a bruit beaſt groaning and fink- 
ing under an heavy burden, bat you 
m noc pitty not- relieve yout own 


es: : 
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Some mens ſouls have given ſuch deep 
wounds to their bodies, that they are' 
never like to enjoy many caſic or comfor- 
table dayes more whilſt they dwell in 
them. | \ 

Now this is very ſinful, and diſpleaſing.. 
to God 3, for if he have ſuch a tender 
care for- our bodics, that he would not 
have us ſwallowed up, of over mwch 
grief, no though it be for fin, 2 Cor, 2. 7. 
bur even to that . ſorrow | ſets. bounds. 
How much. les. with outward, farrow 
for temporal lofles ? May not your fiogk 
of natural ſixength he imploytd to better 


- Purpoſes think you than theſe ? Time 


may come, bye Jo may earneſtly with 
you had that health and fixength again 
to ſpend tor God,. which you now ſo 
lavidply wakie, nd -prodigally- caſt away 


advantage. , i; 

It — | fare an high point of wiſ- 
dom in Davis. 3nd. Recorded, no. doubt 
for our immitation, , who when the child 
was. dead, ceaſed to mourn, but aroſe, 
wathed himf{clf, and cat bread, 2 Sam. 
ES : 

Fitthly, IW ben. affliction ſowres the $pi- 
rit with diſcontent. and makes it inward- 
ly grudge againſt the band of God, then 


our 
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our trouble is full of fin, 'and we ought to 
be humbled for it before the:Lord. | 

Whatever God doth with us or ours, 
fill we ſhould maintain good thoughts 
of him. A-gracious heart cleaves nearer 
and nearer to'God in affliction, and can . 
quſtifie God-in his fevereft ſtrokes, ac- 
 knowledging them to beall juſt and holy. 
Pfal. 119.75, T know alſo that thy Fudge- 
ments are right, and that 'thout in faith= 
felneſe haſt affiified me: And hereby the 
| ſoulmay comfortably evidence to it ſelf 
its own uprightneſs, and fincere love to 
God. Yea, it hath been of fingular uſe 
toſome ſouls, to take right meaſures of 
their love to God in ſuch tryals ; to have 
lovely and well plkaſed thoughts of God 
even when he {mites us in our neareſt and. 
deareſt comforts 3 argues plainly that we 
love himfor himfe},; and not for his gifts 
only : And that'his intereſt in the heart 
is deeper, than any creature intereſt is: 
And {uch is the comfort that hath te- 
ſulted to ſome from ſuch difcoyeries of 
their own hearts by cloſe ſmarting afflicti- 
ons 3 that they would not part with it; 
to have their comforts, whoſe removat 
kr them, given back - im heu 

it- 

But to ſwell with fecret diſcontent, 
D 2 and 
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and have hatd thoughts of God, as if he 
had done us 'wrong, or dealt more (e- 
verely. with us than .any. O this is a 
vile temper, curſed fruit ſpringing from 
-an evil root a very 'carnal, ignorant, 
proud heart 3 Or at leaſt from a very diſ- 
.tempered if renewed: heart. So it was 
with Joxah when God {mote his Gourd, 
Tea, (faith he) I do well 30 be angry even 
2xto death, Jonah 4. 5+ Poor man, he 
was highly diſtempered at this time and 
out of frame 3. this-was not his true tem- 
per or ordinary frame, but a ſurprize 
the effec of a paroxiſme of temptation, 
in which-his paſſions had been over- 
| heated. | 
-., Few dareto vent it in ſach language, 
But-how .many- have their hearts im- 
bittered by diſcontent, and ſecret riſings 
againſt the Lord? which if ever the 
Lord - open; their eyes to ſee, will coſt 
them more trouble than ever that of 
on did, which gave the occaſion 
of it. 

I deny not, but the beſt heart may be 
tempted to think and ſpeak ay hows 
concerning theſe-. works of the Lord, 
that envious adverſary the Devil, will 
blow the coals, and labour to blow up 
our ſpirits at ſuch time into_high diſcon- 
tents. 
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tents. The temptation was ſtrong even 
upon David himſelf, -to take up hard 
' thoughts of God, and to conclude, | 
Uerily I bave cleanſed my heart in vain. 
9. d. How little priviledge from the worſt 
of evils hath a man by his godlineſs.? by 
he ſoon ſuppreſt ſuch motions. FF 7 
ſhould ſay thus, I ſhould offend againſt the 
generation of thy children : Meaning, 
that he ſhould condemn the whole race 
of godly men through the whole world 
for who is there among them all, but is, 
or hath, or may be afflicted as ſeyerely as 
my felt ? 

Surely, it is meet to be (aid unto God, 
I have born Chaſtiſement, I will not 
offend any more, Fob 34. 31. Whatever 
God doth with you,ſpeak well, and think 
well of him, and his works, 

Sixthly, Our ſorrows exceed due bounds, 
when we continually excite-and provoke 
them by willing irritations. 

Grief like a Lyon Joves to play with us 
before it deſtroy us. And firange it is that 
we ſhould find ſome kind of pleaſure in 
rouzing, our ſorrows. Its* * je ft quidan 


Semeca?s obſervation, and dulce triftitte, 

cum occurant /tr- 
mones eorum jucundi, converſatio bilaris/ offictoſa 
pretas > tunc occuls velut in gaudio relaxantur. 
Sen. Ep. 808, 


D 3 experi- 
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c rperimentally true, that even ſorrow it 
; 1 hack a certain Kind of delight atten- 


7 ews that were with Mary inthe 
| heulſe to DG her, When they ſaw thas 
ſhe went out haſtily, followed her. ſaying,ſhe 
goeth to the grave to weep there, Joh. 11.32. 

As they do (ſaith Calvin ) 
"- _ w_ that ſeek to provoke their 
| x Sox are a= troubles by going to the 
7ynt. Calv. grave, or often looking 
upon the dead body. 

Thus we delight to lookatpon the re- 
licks of our deceaſed friends, and ofter- 
to mention their a&ions and ſayings, not 
ſo much for any matter of holy and 
weighty infiruction or imitation 3 for 
that would warrant and 'cormimend the 
aQtion 3 but rather to rub the wound, and 
fetch freſh blood from it, by ' piercing 
our . ſelves with ſome little trivial, yet 
wounding circumſtances. I have known 
many that will fit and talk of the fea- 
tures, ations and ſayings, of their chil- 
dren, for hours together, and weep at 
the reherſal of them, and that for -many 
months after they are gone : So keeping 
the wound continually open, and excru- 
ciating their own hearts without any be- 
net at all by them. A lock of hair op 
ſome 
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ſome ſuch trifle muſt be kept<for this 
purpoſe to renew their ſorrow daily by 
looking on it. On this account Facob 
| would not have his Son called Benoxi, 
leaſt it ſhould renew his ſorrow, but Ben- 
amin. , 

I am far from commending a brutiſh 
_ oblivion of our dear Relations, and 
condemn it as much as I'do this childiſh 
and unprofitable remembrance.Oh friends 
we have other things to do under the 
rod than theſe. Were it not better to 
be ſearching our hearts and houſes, when 
Gods rod is upon us, and ſtudying how 
to anſwer the end of it, by mortifying 
thoſe corruptions which provoke it ? 
Surely the rod works not. kindly till it 
come to this. 

Seventhly, Laſtly. Our ſorrows may 
then be pronounced finful, when they 
deafen our cars to all. the wholſome and 
ſcaſonable words of counſel and comfort 

offered us for our relict and ſupport. 
Jer. 31+ 15. A woice was heard in Ra- 
mah, Lamentation and bitter weeping z _ 
Rachel weeping for her children, would 
not be comforted for her children, becauſe 
they were not. She will admit no com- 
fort, her diſeaſe is curable. by 'no other 
means but the reſtoration of her chil- 
D 4 dren, 


> $<Fouatbs Web 4 
"> 


E Cle ant + s & m__ = we, . - Bind wo 
"+ % PY oy "—_— 


I «Mwiclh. 1a 55 


4 Gb ILRL At An 4 rat id ee) 204 


 forted, 


: 
0 
£1 
F 
> 
o 
* 
+ 
{4 


40 When Sorrow becomes ſinful. 
dren 3 give her them again and ſhe will 
be quiet, elſe you ſpeak .into the air, ſhe 
regards not what ever you fay. 
"Thus Iſrael in the cryel bondage in 
Egypt, Moſes brings them the glad ty- 
dings of deliverance, But they. bearkxed 
#ot to bim, becauſe of the anguiſh of $pi- 
rit, and their cruel bondage, Exod. 6. 9, 
Thus obſtinately fixed are- many in 
their trouble, that.no words of advice or 
; comfort find any place with them : yea, 
Ihave known ſome exceeding quick and 
ingenious, even above the rate of their 
common parts and abilities in inventing 
ſhifts, and framing obje&ions to turn 
off comfort from themſelves 3 as if they 
had been hired to plead againſt their own 
intereſt : and if they bedriven frotn thoſe 
leas, yet they are ſetled in their troubles 
oo faſt to be moved :'fay what you will 
they mind it not; or at moſt it abidesnot 
upon them. Let proper ſeaſonable ad- 
vice or comfort be tendred they refuſe. 
it, your councel is good, but they have 
no heart to it now. Thus Pfal. 77. 10. 
My foul (faith he) refuſed to be' com- 


. © To want'comfprt in time of affliction, 
is an aggrayation. of our affliction 3 but 
tg refuſe it, when offered -us, wants\not 
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ſin. Time may come, when we would 
be glad to receive comfort, or hear a 
word of \ſupport, and ſhall be denyed 
It. 


O, tis a mercy ta the afflicted to hayeja 
Barnabas with him, an interpreter, , one 
among a thouſand and it will be the 
great (in, and folly of the afflicted toſpill 
thoſe excellent cardials prepared and of- 
fered to them, like water upon the ground, 
out of a froward, or dead fpirit, under 
trophle, Say not with them, Lam. 3. 
18, 19. My hope is periſhed from the Lord, 
remembering mine affliflion and my miſery, 
the wormwood and the Gall. Its a thouſand 
Pitties the wormwood and gall of at- 
fiction ſhould ſo- diſguſt a Chriſtian, as 
that he ſhould not at any time be able to 
reliſh the ſweetneſs that is in Chriſt, and 
in the promiſes. And thus I have dif- 
atcht the firſt part of my delign, in 
hewing you wherein the fin of mour- 
ners doth not lye, and in what it doth. 


Secondly , Having cleared this, and. 


ſhown you wherein the im and danger 
lyes 3 my way is prepared to the ſecond 
thing propoſed : namely, to difſwade 
Mourners from theſe tinful exceſſes of 
ſorrows, and keep the golden bridle of 
moderation upon their paſſions in WO 

| | O 
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142 The anſa1tified Mourner ſupported. 
'of afMiftion. And O that my words tay 
be as ſucceſsfuÞ/upon thoſe penirve ſouls 
ithat-ſhall read'them, as Abigalls were to 
* _ David, 1 Sam. 25. 32. who when he 
"perceived how proper and ſeaſonable they | 
were; ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, 
- who- ſent thee this day to meet me, and 
bleſſed be thy advice, | 
- Fam ſenſible how hard a task it is I 
-here' undertake; to charm down, and 
allay wutinous, taging, and tumultuous 


-paffions 3 to ive check to the ' torrent of 


. 


pailion is ordinarily but to provoke it,and 
thake'it rage and {well the more. | 

The work is the Lords, and wholly 
depends upon his power and bleſſing. 
He that faith to the "56h when the waves 
thereof roar, be tilt; can alſo quiet and. 
compoſe the ſtormy and tumultuous Sea 
that rages in'the breafts of the afflited, 
' andcaſtsup nothing but the froth of vain 
and uſeleſs complaints of our miſery, or 
the dirt of finfur and- wicked complaints 
of the dealings of the Lord with us. 

The rod of affliction gocs round and | 
viſits all ſorts of perſons without differ- 
ence : It is npon the Tabernacles of the 
juſt and of the unjuſt, the righteous and 
the wicked, both are. mourning under 
the rod. 

The 
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The unſanttified Mourner ſupported. 4+ 
The godly are-not-ſo-to be minded, as 
that the other be wholly ' neglected, ' they 
have as ſtrong and tender, though nor 
as regular afteQions to their Relations; 
and muſt not be wholly ſuffered to: ſink' 
under their unrelieved burthens. 

Here therefore I muſt have reſpect to 
two forts of- perſons, whom find in tears 
upon the fate account 3 I mean the lofs 
of their dear Kelations, the, Regenerate;' 
and the unregenerate, T am a debtor to 
both, and ſhall- endeavour their ſappore 
and afbiftance 3 for even the unregene- 
rate call for our help- and Ai min nk 
| Pitty, and muſt not be neg- ws 

lefied apd wholly dighted "nt 
in their -aMictions.' We a4; 
muſt pitty them, - that can't pitty them- 
ſelves.” The Law of ' God commands us 
to help a beaſt; if fallen under its bur- 
den 3 How much more a man fmking un- 
der aload of forrow ? 

I confeſs uſes of -comfort to the unre- 
generate are not (ordinarily) in uſe 'a- 
mong, ns; and it may fee ftrange whence 
any thing of ſupport ſhould be drawn for 
them, that have no ſpecial intereſt m 
Chrift, or the promiſes. _ 

I confeſs alſo, I find my ſelf under 
great diſadvantages for this work, I can- 
not 


44 The. xnſanfiified Mourner ſi upported. 
not offer them thoſe reviving cordials 
that are contained in Chriſt, and the cos 
_ venant-for Gods afflicted people but yet 
ſuch is the goodnels of God eyen to his 
enemies, that they are not left wholly 
without ſuppotts,- or means to allay their 
Sorrow. 2 

- Tf chis therefore he thy caſe, who read- 
eſt theſe lines 3 aſllicted and unſanditicd, 
mouraing bitterly for thy dead friends, 
and more cauſe to mourn for thy dead 
ſoul 3. Chriſtleſs, and. graceleſs, as well 
as childleſs or friendleſs; no comfort in 
hand, nor yet .in-hope, full of trouble, 
and no vent by prayer or faith to caſe thy 
heart... | 

Poor creature, thy caſe is ſad, but yet 

do not wholly ſink, and ſuffer thy ſelf 
to, be ſwallowed up of grief, thou haſt 

laid thy dear one in the grave, yet throw 
not thy {elf head-long into the grave' at+ 

terhim ; that will not be the way to. re- 

medy thy. miſery -. byt tit down a while 

. and pqunder theſe three things ; | 

Firlt, That of all perſons in the World, 

thou bajt moſt reaſon to be tender over thy 

life and bbalth, and careful to preſerve it 
for if thy troubles deſtroy thee, thou art. 
eternally loft, undone for ever. Worldly 
Jerrow (faith the Apoſtle) works _ 
; And. 
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And if it works thy death, it works thy 
damnation alo ; for Hell follows that 
pale horſe, Revel. 6. 8. Ifa believer dyes, 
there's no danger of Hell to him, the 
{ſecond death hath 'no power over him 

\ but woto thee if it overtake thee in thy 
fin ; beware therefore what thou doſt a- 
gainſt thy health and life, Don't put the 
candle of forrow too near that thread by 
which thou hangeſt over the mouth of 
Hell. 

O its far better to - be childleſs, or 
friendleſs on earth; than hopeleſs, and 
remedileſs in hell. | 

Secondly, Own and admire the boun- 
ty and goodneſs of God maniteſicd to 
thee in this affliction 3 that when death 
came into thy family to' ſite and, carry 
off one, it had not fallen to thy lot to be 
the perſon; thy Husband, Wife , or 
Child is taken, and thon art left : Had 
thy name been in the Commiſkon, thou 
hadſt been now palt hope. 

O the ſparing mercy of God ! the 
wonderful long ſuffering of God towards 
thee ! Poſſibly that poor creature that 
is gone, never provoked God as thou haſt 
done; thy poor child, never abuſcd mer- 
cies, neglected calls, treaſur'd up the 
thouſandth part of that guilt _ haſt 
one : 
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\ © Cone: So that thou mighteſt well im- 
magine it ſhould rather have 'cut thee 
down, that had(ſt fo provoked God, than 
thy poor little one. | 

But oh the admirable patience of God ! 
Oh the riches of long ſuffering ! Thou 
art only warned, not ſmitten by it -- Is 
there nothing in this worth thy thankful 
acknowledgement ? Is it not better to 
be in black for another on earth, than in 
the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever ? -Is i 
not caſter to go to the grave with thy 
dead friend, and weep there; than to 
go to hell among the damned where 
there is weeping, and wailing, and gnaſh- 
ing of teeth ? 

Thirdly,This aMi&tion for which thou 
mourneſt, may be the greateſt mercy to 
thee that ever yet befel thee in this world. 
Gad hath now made thy heart ſoft by 
trouble, ſhewed thee the vanity of this 
World 3 and what a poor trifle it is which 
thou madeſti thy happineſs : There is now 
a dark cloud ſpread over all thy worldly 
comforts. Now, O now, if the Lord 
would but ſtrike in with, this affliction, 
and by it open thine eyes to ſee thy deplo- 
rable ſtate, and take off thy heart for 
ever from the vain world which thou 
' now ſecſit hath nothing in it 3 and _ 
thee 
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thee to chuſe Chriſt the aly abiding good: 
for thy, portion. If now thy affliction 
=P but bring thy fin to remembrance, 
and thy dead friend may._ but bring thee 
to 2 {enfe of thy dead: foul, which is as 
cold to God and ſpiritual things, as his: 
body is to thee 3 and more loathſome in 
his eyes than that.corpsis, or ſhortly will 
be to the eyes of men: Then this day is + 
certainly a day of the greateſt mercy that 
ever yet thou faweſt. O bappy death, 
that ſhall prove life to thy foul. | 

Why, this is ſometimes the way of th 
Loxd with men, fob 36.8, 9. If they be 
bound in fetters, ond belden in cords of 
affliction, then be ſhemeth them their work 
and their tranſgreſion, that #bey have ex- | 
ceeded + he openeth alfo hear ear to difci-- 
Plane, and commandeth them that they re- 
turn from iniquity. 

O Conſider poor penfive creature, that 
which ſtole away thy heart from God is 
now gone : That which eat up thy time: 
and thoughts, that there was no room tfor' 
God, ſoul, or eternity in them, is gone : 
All the vain expectations thou raifedft 
up to thy ſelf, from: that poor creature 
which now lyes in the duſt, are- in- one 
day periſhed. .O what an advantage haſt 
thou now for heaven, beyond what . 
| tnat 
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thou yet hadſt ! If God will but bleſs this 
rod,. thou wilt have cauſe to keep many 
a thanksgiving, day for this day: 

I pray let thefe three things be pondred 
by you: I can beſtow no more mforts 
upon you, your condition bars the beſt 
comforts from you they belong to the 
people of God, and you have yet nothing 
, to do with them. 

-. Tſhalltherefore turn from you to them, 
and preſent ſome choicer comforts to 
them to whom they properly belong, 
which may be of great uſe to you in read- 
ing 5 if it be. but to convince you of the 
bleſſed privitedge and ſtate of the people 
of God in the greateſt plunges of troubles 
in this world 3 and what advantages | 
their intereſt in Chriſt gives them tor 
peace and fettlement beyond that ſtate you 
are in. : | 

| And here Ido with much more free- 
dom and hope of ſucceſsapply my (elf to 
the work of councelling and comforting, 
theafflicted. You are the fearers of the 
Lord, and tremble at his word 3 the leaſt 
fin is more formidable to you than the 
greateſt aflition. Doubtleſs you would 
rather chuſe to bury all your children 
than provoke and grieve your heavenly 
. Father, _ Relations are dear,but Chriſt 
is dearet to you by far. Well 
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Well-chen let me perſwade you to-re- 
tire a while into your cloſets, redeem 2 
little time from your. unprofitable for- 
rows, eaſe and empty your hearts before 
the Lord, and beg his bleſſing upon the 
following quieting and -heart compoſing 
conliderations - that follow 5 ſome- of 
which are. niore general and common, 


ſome more particular and ſpecial; but all 


of them ſuch, -as through the bleffing of 
God may be: very uſetul at this time to 
your fouls.  . - | dla pert 424 

; I. Confid. Confider in this. day of ſor - 
row, who is the framer and anthor of this 
rod by which. you now ſmart, Is it not the 
Lord ? and if the Lord have done it, it be- 
comes you meekly to ſubmit. Pſal. 46: 10: 


'Be ftull and know that I zm God. | 


Man and:man ſtand upon even ground, 
if your fellow.creature do any thing that 
Gipleales you; you may not only enquire 
Who didit, but Why he did it? You may 
demand his grounds and reafons for what 
he hath done but you may' not dv fo 
here: It is expected that this one thing, 
The Lord hath done it, ſhould withont any 
farther difpates or conteſts filence and 
quiet ,youy, what ever it be that he hath 
done, Job 33: 13- Why deft thou ftrive a- 
£4inſt hint ? for he giveth not an account of 
E # any 
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-ony-of bis matters. The ſupream' being | 
muſt -needsbe- an unaccountable and un- 
-controulable being. j 
. -» Its a ſhamefor a child, to. firive with 
his Father 3 a- ſhame: for :a* ſervant tb 
contend/with-his Maſter: : but-for a crea- 
itureto quarrel-and firive with the God 
.thatmade' him, O how: ſhametul is it? 
'Surely tis highly 'reaſonable that you be 
fubjed&tbithat will whence. you proceed» 
£d , and that:he. who 'formed/ you and 
yours, ſhould diſpoſe of both as'ſeemerh 
him good. It is: faid; | 2 'Sams. /3. 36. 
That whatſoever the King di, pleaſed all 
the people : and ſhall-any thing'the Lord 
doth difpleaſe you ? 'He'can do no wrong, 

It we pluck a Roſe in the bud-as we walk 
- In our Gardens Who ſhall blame us for 
it, it 'is our own; and! we may crop it 
off when we pleaſe; Is-not this the caſe? 
Thy ſweet: bud which was cropt before 
it was fully. blown, was cropt off by 
him that-owned it, yea by him that for- 
med it. If his 'dominion be abſolute, 
ſure his diſpoſal ſhould be acceptable. 

It was fo to 'good Elz, r Sam. 3. 18. 
It is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth 
him good. And it was ſo to David, 
Pal. 39. 9. 4 was damb, 1 apened not my 
mouth becauſe thou did} it, O ao 
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be for - ever remembred; That he whoſt 
nams alons-is Fehovab, is the moſt bigh over 
all the earth, Pal. 83. 18; - 

'  The'glorious ſoveraignty of God is 
illuſtriouſly diſplayed in two things, his 
deerees, and his providences. With reſpect 
to the tirſt he ſaith, Rom.'g. x5, I will 
have mercy on whom IT will have mercy 
Here isno ground of diſputing with him 3 
for {© its/ ſaid, ver. 20. Who art thow 0 
man, that replyeſft againft God ? Shall the 
thing fo ſay to bim that formed it, 
Why haſt thou made me thus ? Hath not 
the potter power over the clay ? 

And as to his Providences, wherein 
his Soveraignty is alſo manifeſted. Its 
faid, Zech. 2. 13. Be filent O all fleſþ be-« 
fore the Lord, for he is raiſed up out of 
his habitation. Its ſpoken of ' his provi= 
dential working in the changes of Kings 
doms ,- and defolations that attend 
them. 

Now ſeeing the caſe' ſtands thus, that 
Lord hath done it, it is his pleaſure to 


- have it oz and if it had not been his 


will, it could never ihaye- been- as it 2: 
He that gave thee, (rather lent thee thy 
Relation) hath taken him. -O how quiet 
ſhould this conſideration leaye thee! If 
your Lazdlord who hath many years fuf- 

E 2 fered 
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fered you to dwell in his houſe, do at 
laſt warn you out of it, though he tell 
you not why 3 you will not. contend with 
him, or ſay he hath done you wrong ; 
much leſs if he tell you, it will be: more 
for his profit and accommodation to take 
it into his own hand, than let it to you 
any longer. | 

'Poubtle(s reafon will tell you, you 
ought - quietly 'to pack up' and quit it 
\4ts your great Landloxd from whom you 
hold (at pleafuxe) your own,..and your 
Relations lives, that hath now warned 
you out from one of them, it being more 
for his gloxy (it may be) to take-it in 
hand. by death And muſt you diſpute the 
caſe with him ? 

Come Chriſtian, this no way becomes 
thee, but rather , The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken, - bleſſed be the name of 
the Lord. Look off from at dead crea- 
ture, lift up thine eyes to the Soveraign, 
wiſe, and holy pleaſure that ordered this 
affliction : Contider who he is, and what 
thouart 3 yea, purſue this conſideration 
till thou canſt ſay, I am filled with the 
wul of God. | | 

2. Conlid. Ponder well the quality of 
the comfort 'yon are deprived of, and re- 
member , that when you bad it, it fo 

ut- 
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but in the rank, and order of common and 
inferiour comforts, 8, 

Children and all other Relations are 
but common bleſſings, which. God in- 
differently beſtows upon his friends and 
enemies, and by the having or loling of 
them, no man knows either love or 
hatred. It is ſaid of the wicked, P/al. 
77. 14, That they are full of children 
yea, and of children that doſurvive thern 
too 3 for, They leave their ſubſtance to their 
babes. Full of fin, yet full of children, 
and- theſe children live to inherit their 
parents fins and eſtates together. 

It is the miltaking of the quality and 
nature of our enjoyments, that ſo plunges 
us into trouble when we loſe them. We 
think there is ſo neceflary. a connexion 
betwixt theſe creatures and our happinels, 
that we re utterly undone when they 


_ failus. 7 


But this is our miſtake, there is no 
ſuch neceſfary connection or dependance, 
we may be happy without theſe things, 
It is not father, mother, wife, or child, 
in which our chiet good and telicity lyes, 
we have higher, better, and more en» 
during things than theſe, all theſe may 
periſh, and yet our ſoul. ſecure and fafe 
yea and qur Lonbe in the way, as well 

E 3 as 
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asend 3 may be ſafe enough though theſe 
be gone, God hath better things to 
comfort his people with than theſe, and 
worſe rods to afflict you with than the 
removal of theſe: had God let your-chil- 
dren live andflouriſh, and given you caſe 
and reſt in your Tabernacle; 'but in the 
mean time inflicted fpiritual- Judgements 
upon -your fouls, How mach more fad 
had your caſe been ? _. 

But as long as your beſt mercies are all 
fe, the things that have ſalvation in- 
them remain, and only the 'things that 
have yanity in them are' removed : you 
are not prejudiced, or much hindred as 
to-the attainment of your laft end by the 
loſs of theſe things. | | 

Alas, it was not Chriſis intent to pur» 
chaſe for you aſenſual content in the en» 
joyment of theſe earthly comforts, but to 
redeem you from all iniquity 3 purge your 
corruptions,-{ancihe your natures, wean 
yonr hearts from this vain world ; and ſo 
to diſpoſe-and-order your preſent condi- 
tion , that finding no reft and content 
here, you might the more ardently pant 
and {igh after the reſt which remains for 
thepeople of -God, And are you not in 
as probable a way to attain this'end now, 
29 you were” befoxe ? Do you think 


you 
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you are not as likely by theſe methods of 
providence to be weaned from the world, 
as by more pleaſant and proſperous ones ? 
Every wiſe man: reckons that ſtation and 
condition to be beſt for him, which moſt 
promotes and ſecures his laſt end and 
great deſign. 1 

Well then, reckon you are ' as well 
x 0m as with'them3 yea; 
and better too, it they were but clogs 
and ſnares upon your affections,. you have 
really loſt nothing, if -the things' wherem 
' your eternal | happineſs conſifteth be-yet 
ſafe. Many of Gods deareſt children 
have been denied ſuch comforts as theſe, 
and many have been deprived of -themg 
and yet never the farther from Chrift and 
heaven for that. 

3. Confid. Alwaies remember that bow 
ſoon and wnexpetted ſoever your" parting 
with your Relations was, yet your 
was expired before you loſt them, and you 
enjoyed them every moment of the time that 
God intended them for you, 

| Before this Relation. whoſe loſs you 

lament, was born, the time of your en- 

joyment and ſeparation 'was unalterably 

tixed and limited in heaven, by the God 

of the ſpirits of all fleſh 3 and'although it 
Was a '{ecret to you, whilft your:triend 
. E 4 was 
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was with you : yet- now it isa plain and 
evident thing, that this was the time-of 
{eparation before appointed ; and - that 
the life of your friend could by no means 
be protracted or abreviated, but muſt keep 
you company jult ſo. tar, and then part 
with you, fatty 7 

- This poſition wants not full and clear 
Scripture authority for its foundation, 
how pregnant-and full is that Text, Fob 
24+ 5, 6. Seeing his dayes.are determined, 
the number of. his maneths are with thee; 
Tho haſt appointed bim his' bounds which © 
be cannot paſs, oo 

The time of our life- as well as the 
place of our habitation was prefixed be- 
fore we were born. 

It will greatly conduce to your: ſettle- 
ment and-peace to be well eſtabliſhed in 
this truth : That the appointed time was 
fully come, when you and your dear Rez 
lation parted'; for it will prevent and 
fave agreat deal of trouble which comes 
from our after Refletions, | 

 O if this had been done; or that omit- 
ted 3 had it not been for ſuch miſcarriages 
and oyer-fights;my dear husband,wite, or 
child, had been alive at this day ? No, no, 
the Lords time was fully :come,- and all 
fhings concurted and fell in together $0 


bring 


b 
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bring about the pleaſure of his willzJetthat 
fatishe you had the ableſt phylitians in 
the world been there, 0 had they - that 
were there, preſcribed another courſe, as 
it is now, ſo it would have been, when 
they had done all, ' Only it muſt be pre- 
caution*d, that the decree of God no way 
excuſes any voluntary ſinful neglects or 
miſcarriages. God over-rules theſe things 
to ſerve his own ends, but no way: ap= 
proyes them : but it greatly relieves' a- 
gainſ all our involuntary and unavoydable 
overſights-and miſtakes about the uſe of 
means, or the timing of them for it 
could not be otherwiſe than- now - it 
IS9 : 
Objef. But many-things are alledged 
againſt this poſition, - and that with much 
ſeeming countenance from ſuch Scriptures 
as theſe, Pſal. 54+ 25. Blood thirſty men 
Fall not live out half their. dayes. Eccleſ. 
7.18. Why ſhouldſt thou dye before thy time. 
Pal. 102. 24. O my God, take me not away 
in the. midſt of my. dayes. Ia. 38, to. 1 
am deprived of the reſidue of my years. 
And Prov: 10. 27. The fear of the Lord 
prolongeth dayes. but the y2ars of the wicked 
ſhall be ſhortened. It is demanded what 
tollerable ſenſe we can giye theſe Scrip+ 
tures while(} we afſertan unalterable fix- 
ation of the term of deat, The 
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Sol. The ſenſe of all theſe Scriptures 
will be ctear'd up to full fatisfation by 
diſtinguiſhing death and the Terms of 
ie, +36 | 
Firſt we muſt diſtinguiſh death into, 

Natural Z 
* and 
Violent 

The: wicked: and blood . thirſty man 
ſhall not live out half his dayes: (.e.) 
half fo long as he might live according to 
the courſe of nature, or the vigour and 
ſoundneſs of his natural conftitution 
for his wickedneſs either drowns nature 
in an exceſs of riot - and: laxury, or ex- 
poſes him to the hand of juſtice, which 
cats him off. for his 'wickedneſs before he 
hath accompliſhed halt his dayes. 

Again we muſtdiftinguiſh of the Term 
or limit fet for death; which is cither, 

General/ I 
'Or 


7 Special. \ 

The general limit is now ſeventy or 
or eighty years, Pfal: 90. 10. The dayes 
of our years are threeſcore years and ten, 
aud if. by reaſon of firength they be four- 
core years, yet is their ſtrength labour and 
ſorrow. To this ſhort limit the life of 
man is generally reduced tince the = 
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and though there be ſome few exceptions, 
yet the general rule is not thereby de- 


yed, | 

The ſpecial limit is that proportion of 
time which God by his own counſel and 
will hath alotted to every individual per- 
ſon 3 and it is only known to us by the 
event : This we affirm to be a fixed and 
unmovable term, with it-all things ſhall 
fall in, and ſubſerve the will of God in 
our difſolution at that time. But be- 
cauſe the general limit is known, and 


' this ſpecial limit is a ſecret hid in Gods 


own breft 3 therefore man reckons by 
the former account, and may be ſaid wheu 
hedyes at thirty or forty years old to be 
cut off in the midſt of his dayes; for it 
is ſo, reckoning by the general account 3 
though he be not cut off till- the end of 
his dayes, reckoning by - his ſpecial lis 
mit, 

Thus he that is wicked dies before his 
time3 (7.e.) the time he might attain 
to in an ordinary way : but not before 
the time God had appointed. And ſo in 
all the other objected Scripture. \ 

It 1s not proper at all in a Subje& o 
this nature todigreſs into a controverfie. 
Alas, the poor Mourner, overwhelmed 
with griet hath no pleaſure in that it is 

nof 
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not > proper for him at this times and 
therefore I ſhall for preſent wave the con- 
troverlic, and wind up this conſideration 
with an humble and ſerious motion. to 
the afflicted 3 that they will wiſely con- 
fider the matter, the Lords time was 
come: Your Relations lived with you 
every moment that God intended .them 
for you, before you:had them. - | 

... O Parents !-mind this I beſeech you; 
the time of your childs continuance-in 
thewomb, was fixed to a minute by the 
Lord; and when the parturient fulneſs 
of that time was\come, Were you not wil 
ling it thould be delivered thence into the 
world ? The tender Mother would not 
have it abide:'one minute longer. in the 


womb how well {oever ſhe loved it : And 4. 


is there not the ſame reaſon we ſhould be | 
willing when. Gods appointed: time - 1s 
come, to have it delivered by death out of 
this ſtate , which in-reſpect of the life of 
Heaven is-but as:the lite of a child in the 
womb, to its lite in the open world. 

:: And let none ſay that the death of chil- 
dren is a- premature death, God- hath 
wales to ripen ther tor Heaven; whom 
he intends to gather thither betimes, 
which we know:not: In reſpe& of fitnels 
they dye in a full age, though they bg cut 
oft: in the bu4 of their time. He 
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He 'that appointed the ſeafons of the 
year, appointed the ſeaſons of our com- 
fort in Relations 3 and as thoſe feafons 
cannot. be altered, no more can. theſe : 
All the courſe of providence.is guided by 
an unalterable decree 3 what: falls out 
caſually to our apprehenhion, yet falls out 
necefſarily in reſpe& of Gods appaint- 
ment. _ | 
O therefore be quieted in it, this muſt 
needs be as it 15. FI 
4. Conlid. Hath God ſmitten your day- 
ling, and taken away the delight of your 
eyes with bis ſtroke ? Bear this ſtroke with 
patience and quiet ſubmiſſion, for how 
know you but your trouble might have been 
greater from the life, than it is now from 


, the death of your children ? 


Sad experience-made a holy man once 
toſay, Its better weep. for ten dead chil- 
dren, than-for one living child : a living 
child may prove a continual dropping, 
yea, a..continual dying to the parents 
heart. What a ſad word was that of 
David to. Abiſhai, 2 Sam. 16. 11. Be- 
bold, faith he, my Son which came out of 
my bowels ſeeketh my life. IT remember 
Seneca in his conſolatory Epiſtle to his 
friend Marwllzs, brings in his friend thus 
aggravating the death of his child : 

O ſaith 
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O faith Marullus, Hzd my child lived 
| with me, to bow great my« 
Senecas Epiſt. 1.4 gravity, av dence: 
might my diſcipline have 
formed and mouldedbim ? But, faith Sene- 
ca, (which is more to be feared) he might 
bave been as others moſtly are; for look 
(faith he) what children come even ont of 
the warthieſt families; ſuch who exerciſe 
both their own and others lufts; in all 
whoſe life there is not a day without the 
mark of ſome notorious wickedneſs pox 
it. - | 
_ * T know your tender love to your ' chil 
dren will ſcarce admit ſuch jealoufies of 
them 3 they are for preſent ſweet,'lovely, 
innocent companions; and you doubt not 
but by your care of their education, and 
prayer for them, they might have been 
the joy of your hearts. 

Why, doubtlefs Eſax , when he was 
little and in his tender age, promiſed as 
much comfort to his parents as Facob 
did 3 and I queſtion not but Tſazc and 
Rebecca (a gracious pair) ſpent as many 
prayers, and beſtowed as many holy 
councels upon hin as they did upon his 
brother : But when the child grew up 
to riper years, then he became a ſharp 


affliction to his Parents ; for its- faid-in 
Gene 
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Gen. 26. 34. That when Eſau was forty 
years old, he took -to wife Judith the 
daughter of Berith the Hittite, which was 
4 grief of mind to Iſaac: and * Rebecca, 
The word in the original, n=n2 nM 
comes from a root that ſig- #22t awmaritude 
nifies to imbitter : This ©7"* 
child imbittered the minds of his parents 
by his rebellion againſt them, and de- 
ſpiſing their councells. k- 

And1cannot doubt but Abraham diſci- 
plin*d his family as {trictly as any of you, 
never man received an higher encomium 
from God upon that account, Gen. 18.1 9g. 
F know him, that he will command his chil- 
dren and his houſhold ay him ; and they 
ſhall keep the way of the Lord. Nor can 
Tthink but he beſtowed as many and as 
frequent prayers for- his children; and 
particularly for his Iſhmael, as any. of 
you : We find orice, and that a'v 
pathetical one recorded , Gen. 17. 1s, 
0 that Iſhmael might live before thee. : and 
yet you know how he proved, a ſon that 
yeilded him no more comfort, than Eſax 
did to Facob and Rebeecah. 

O how much more common is it for 
| parents to ſee the vices and evils of their 
children, than their vertues and graces ? 


And where one parent lives to rejoice in 
behold- 
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beholding the grace of God ſhining forth 
in the life of his child 3, there are m_y_ 
it may be an hundred, that live to behold, 
to their vexation and grief, the workings 

of corruption in them. .. | | 
'' It is a note of Plutarch, 
Plut. Moral. 51; his Morals,Niocles ( faith 
Þ- _ he ) lived not to ſee the 
noble Victory obtained by Themiſtocles 
his Son. Nor Miltiades to ſee the. battle 
his Son Cimox wan in the field: Not 
Zantippus to hear his Son Pericles Preach, 
and make Orations. Ariſton never heard 
his Son Plato's lectures and diſputations 
But men (faith he) commonly live to ſee 
their children fall a Gaming, Revelling, 
Drinking , and Whoring 3 multitudes 
live to ſee ſuch things to their forrow: 
| Andif thou be a gracious ſoul, O what 
a cut would this be to thy very heart! 
to ſee thoſe (as David ſpake of his Abſe 
lom) that came out of thy bowels to bt 
ſirining againſt God 3 that God whom 
thou loveſt, and whoſe honour is dearer 
to thee than thy very life ! oY | 

But admit, they ſhould - prove civil 
and hopeful children, yet mighteſt thou 
not live to fee more miſery come upon 
them, than thou cquldſt endure to fee? 
O think what a fad and doleful fight was 


that 


= BW hy = 


we "> » 


Aw << nu mam © I.cÞ@E@n .£. cc .-. 


OO 4 MAS ——_— 


wider: the Loſs of Dear Relations. 63 
that to Zedekiab, Jer. 50. 10: The King of 
Babilon brought his children aud ſlew them 
before bis eyes. Horrid: ſpeQtatle ! and 
that leads to the . . | 
5. Conſid: How kyow you but by this 
ftroke which you ſo lament, God bath taken 


| them away\from the evil to come ? 


It is Gods uſual way. when ſome ex- 
tnordinary calamities are . coming ,upon 
the world,.ro hide ſome of-his weak -anid' 
tender . ones out of the' way | by death, 
Ia.'57. 1,2 He leaves ſome, and removes 
others; but taketh care for-the ſecurity:.of 
all; He ptovided a grave:for Methuſelab 
before the lood. "Thegrave'is an hiding 
place to ſome; and God ſees it better for! 
them tobe. under ground; than above 
ground in-ſuch evil dayes: ' 

Juſt-as a careful and tender Father; 
who hath a.Son abroad at ſchoot, hearing 
the Phgne is broken out in, or 'near the 
place, ſends.his Horſe preſently to fetch 
home his Son before the danger and dif- 
fculty be greater. Death is our Fathers 
pale Horſe, which he fends to fetch home 
his tender children; and carry them out 
of harms way. 

. Surely, when National caſamitits are 
erawing on, its far better for-our frictids 
to be in the grave in peace, than expoſed 

F to 


65 Advice and. ſupport to.the Godly 


to the miſeries and difirefls that are here; 
which is. the. meaning of: Fer.:22. 16, 
Weep not for the dead', neither bemoan 
him ;, but weep for him that goeth away, 
for he ſhall return-no more, . nor. ſee bis na- 
#rve Country. Ano CAPITES 
And is there :not.a dreadful: ſound of 
troubles now in our cars' Do- not the 
clouds gather blackneſs ? Surely all things 
round about is;ſeem: to be preparing/and 
diſpotingthemfelyes for affliction. ' "The 
dayes-may be nigh in whichiyou mo 
Blefſed-3theniombitbat never bare, and 
Paps that never gave ſuck, .. 2 * © 
Tt was:intheday wherein the faithand 
patience of xhe> Saints . werenexerciſed, 
that 'Fobn heard arvoice from heaven ſay: 
ing to him, Write, Blefſed'-arer the dead 
whigh dye in the: Lord from | henceforth... 
Thy friend 'by an Act of: favour is di 
banded by death; whiltt thou thy: (elf. at 
left:to endure a great ftight/.of affliction! 
And now it-troubles come; thy cares and 
fears will be, ſo:much the leſs; and thy 
own death. ſo: much the-eatiex to thees 
when ſo much--of thee is in heaven: 
ready, In this caſe, the Lordby a mer 
cifull diſpenſation is providing both for 
their ſafety, and thy own eatier paſſage 
to them. | ; x | hy 
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In removing thy friends before hand, 
he ſeems to ſay to thee as he did to Peter, 
Joh. 13-7: What I do thow knoweſt not 
now, but hereafter thou ſhalt know it: 
The eye of Providence hath a profpeRt 
far beyond thinez it would be in pro- 
bability an harder task for thee to leave 
them behind, than to follow them: 

| A tree thats deeply rooted in- the 
earth, requires many ſtrokes to fell it, but 
when its rootsare loſned before hand, 
then an eaſie ſiroke layes it down upon 


| the earths 


6, Conlid. A parting time muſt needs 
come, and why is not this as good as auo- 
ther ? You knew before hand, your child 
or friend was mortal, and-that the thred 
that linked you together, muſt be cut. 
If any one (faith Baſil) had =EY 
acked you, when your £49 ano 
child was born, What is chi male? poſe 
that which is born ? What Iuctum cuum 1y- 
would you have anſwered ? &tnt ? S 
Would you not have faid © EP: 99: 
it is a man? and if a man, than a Mortal 
Fame, thing. And why then are you 
furpriz with wonder to'fee a dying 
thing dead ? 

He (faith Seneca) who geneca's Eg: 
complaines that - one. is 804. ”T | 
F 2 dead; 
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dead, complains that he was a man. All 
men are ; under . the ſame condition, t6 
whoſe thare it falls to be born, to him 
it remains to dye. 

We are indeed diſtinguiſht by inter- 
valls, but equalized in the Iſſue, I: s aps 
pointed to all men once t9 dye, Heb. g. 27. 
There isa ſtatute Law of heaven in the | 
calc. ' | 

Poſhbly you think this is the worf 
time for parting that could be.3 had you 
;enjoyed it longer, you could have parted 
eaſier, but how are you deceiv'd in that! 
The longer you had enjoyed it, . the v- 
ther ſtill you would have been to leaveit: 
'che deeper'it- would have rooted it ſelf in 
your affection. 

Had God given you ſuch a priviledgt 
as was once granted to the Engliſh Parlis 
ment 3 that the union betwixt you: and 
your friend ſhould not be diſſolved, til 
you your {elf were. willing it ſhould. be 
diſlolved; When think you. would you 
have been willing it ſhould be diſſolved! 
. - Ats well for us and ours, that our times 
are in Gods hand, not in our. own. And 
how immature ſoever it feemed to be 
when it was cut down yet it came # 
the grave ina full age, as a ſhock; of cori it 
its ſeaſon, Job 5 26. They that gs : 

Chri 
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Chriſt, and in the Covenant, never dye 
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ynſcaſonably whenſoever they dye. (Saith 
one upon the Text) They Car. in Loc. 
dye in a good old age yea, 

though they dye in the ſpring and flower 
of youth, they dye in 4 good old age. (i, e.) 
They are ripe for death when ever they dye. 
IWhen ever the godly dye, its barveſt tim? 
with him : though in a natural capacity he 
be cut down while be is green, and cropt, 
in the bud or bloſſom ;, yet in bis ſpiritual 
capacity he never dyes before be ts ripe; 
God can ripen bis ſpeedily, be can let out 
ſuch warm rayes and beams of his ſpirit 
pon them, as ſhall ſoon maturate the feeds 
of grace into a preparedneſs for glory. 

It was doubtleſs the moſt fit and ſ(ea- 
{ohable time for them that ever they could 
dye in 3 andas it is a fit time for them, 
ſo for you alſo. Had it lived longer, it 
might either have engaged you more, 
and ſo your parting would have been har- 
der z or elſe have puzled and ſtumbled 
you more by diſcovering its natupal cor- 
ruption : And then what a ſtinging ag- 
gravation of your ſorrow would that 
have been ? | 

Surely" the Lord of time, is the beſt 
Judge of'timez and. in nothing do we 
ſore diſcover our folly, and, rathneſs, 
T4 then 
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then in preſuming to fix the times either 
of our comforts or troubles : as to oup 
comforts, we never think they can-come 
to ſoon, we would have them preſently, 
whether the ſeaſon be fit ornot, as Numb 
12.13. Heal her now Lord. © let it be 
done ſpeedily ; we are in poſt haſt for our 
comforts; and as for our afflictions, we 
never think they come late enough not 
at this time Lord, rather at any other 
time than now, 

But its good to leaye the timing both 
of the one and other to him,whoſe works 
are all beautiful in their ſeaſons, and 
neyer doth any thing in an improper 
time. | 

7. Conſid. Call to mind in this day of 
trouble, the Covenant you have made with 
God, and what, you ſolemnly promiſed 
= in the day you took, bim for you 
-*--Tt will be very ſeaſonable and uſeful for 
thee Chriſtian at this time to reflet upon 
thoſe tranſaQions, and the frame of thy 
heaxt in thoſe dayes, when an heavier 
load of Sorrow preſt thy heart,than thou 
now fteeleſt, 

In thoſe your ſpiritual diftreſſes, when 
the burthen of fin lay heavy, the curſe of 
the Lar,the fear of hell;the dread vn 
| an 
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and eternity beſet thee on. every fide 3 and . 
ſhut thee-up to Chriſt, the' only door of 
hope : Ah what good-newswouldſi thou 
then have accounted it, to eſcape :that 
danger with-the loſs of all carthly com- 
forts:! | ; 
Was not this thy. cry in thoſe dayes, 
*Lord give me Chriſt, and deny;me 
© what-ever elſe thou pleaſeſt. : Pardon 
* my lin, fave my ſoul 3: andin order” to 
* both,” unite me with Chriſt,. and. I will 
* never repine or open; my mouth. Do 
* what.thou wilt with mez let me . be 
<* friendle(s, let me be childlefs, let me 
* be poor , let \me 'be any thing rather 
I _ a Chriſileſs ,: gracelefs ,.* hopeleſs 
© foul. Wi 
And when the Lord hearkned. to: thy 
cry, and ſhewed thee mercy, when he 
drew:thee off from the world : into thy 
cloſet, and there treated: with thee in 
ſecret, when he was working: up: thy 
heart- to the terms of :his Covenant, .and 
made thee willing to accept; Chriſt: upon 
his own terms : O-then how heartily didft 
thou ſubmit to his yoak as moſt.reaſonable 
and eafie;, as at that time it ſeemed to 
Call-to-mind theſe dayes, the ſecret 
places where Chriſt and you. .made the 
F 4 bar» 
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bargain. Have not theſe wards, or words 
to this ſenſe, been whiſpered by thee in- 
to his ear with a dropping eye, and mel- 
ting heart ? | 
* Lord Jcſus, here am Ia poor guilty 
* ſinter, deeply laden with tim, fear and 
F trouble upon one hand, and theres a 
« juſt God, a ſevere Law, and everlafti 
5 burnings on the other hand z. but bl eſe 
5< be of O bleffed be God for Jeſus the 
T « Mediator , who. interpoſeth | betwixt 
* meand it. \Thou art the onlydoor of 
* hope at'which I can eſcape, -thy: blood 
* the only means of my' pardon and. fal 
* yation. Thou haſt ſaid, Come to.nt 
« all ye that Labor aud are heavy Laden, 
* Thou haſt promiſed that he that. com- 
Feth:to thee ſhall in no wiſe be cal 
*5.out, 1 
7 Bleſſed Jeſus, thy poor creature 
* cometh to-thee upon theſe encourage- 
#f\ments :- I come, O but it is- with. many 
* ſtaggerings\ with -many doubts: and 
# fears off the Iſſue, yet I'am willing+to 
41g come, and aakca Covenant with rhee 
5 this day. | 
;'$: Itake thee this: diy fo be my Lond 
&* and ſubmit heartily to all thy diſpoſals: 
7 No whit thou wilt with: me 05"! '-with 
{-mine; kt. me Tex 166k OT PRapey any 
| 4 hing 
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< thing or nothing in this world, I am 
<, willing to be as thou wouldſt have me; 
© And Ido likewiſe give; my felt to thee 
* this' day to be thine, all I am, all I 
© have thall be thine 3 thine to ſerye thee, 
© and thine to be diſpoſed at thy pleaſure. 
© Thou ſhalt -hencefoxth be my higheſt 
* Lord; my;chietelt good, my laſt end. 

Now-Chriſtian, make good to Chriſt 
what thou {o ſolemnly. promiſedſt him. 
He, I fay,” He hath diſpoſed of this thy 
dear Relation as - pleaſed him 3 and is 
thereby trying thy uprightneſs in the 


Covenant which thou madeſt with him 


Now where is the ſatisfation and con- 
tent thou promilcdſi to take in all his diſ- 
poſals?- Where is that Covenanted ſub- 
miſſion to his Will ? Didſt thou except 
this afMition that is come upon thee ? 
- .-Didſt tell him, Lord I will be content 
thou ſhalt when thou pleaſeft take any 
thing I have, \ſave only this Husband, 
this Wite, or this dear child ; I reſerve 


. this outot the bargain : Iſhall never en- 


dure that thou ſhouldlt kill this comfort. 
It fo, thou didlt in all this but prove thy 
ſelt an hypocrite : If thou waſt fincere 
in-thy Covcnant, as Chriſt had no re- 
ſerves on his part, ſo thou hadii none on 


j5 
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It was all without any exception thou 


then relignedſt to him, and now wilt thou. 


go back from thy word, as one, that had 
out promiſed himſelf, and repents the 

in ? Or at leaſt as one that hath for. 
ootten theſe. folemn. tranſactions in the 
dayes of thy diſtreſs. Wherein hath. Chriſt 
failed in one tittle that he promiſed thee? 
Charge him if thou canſt with the. leaſt 
unfaithfulneſs : He hath been faith» 
ful co a tittle on. his -part, O be :thou-{> 


_ © uponthine 3 this day its put to the proof, 


remember what thou haſt -- promiſed 
bim. | JENS? 
..;$. Conſid, But if thy Covenant with 
God will not quiet. thee , yet metbinks Gods 
"mag with-thee might be pneſumed' to 
tt, [+] ULOI the | 
« I:thy family which was latdlythopt+ 
ful and flouriſhing, a peaceful Tabernacle, 
now broken up and ſcattered-> Thy -po- 
ſterity from which thou raiſedſt upto 
thy, {elf great expectations -of - domfort 
inold.agecut off? So that thou art now, 
like, neither to have a name or' memorial 
left thee in the carth. 3 
_Doſt thou fit alone and mourn to think 
whitherto thy hopes and comforts are 
now come ? | 
Poſt read over theſe words of. Fob, 
y Chap. 


_ - as a act. «as. "tas. « Fas! —_ 
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Chap. 29. 1,2, 3, 4, 5- and comment up- 


1 onthem with many tears, O that I were 


« in months paſt, as in the day when God 

erved me ! when his candle ſhined upon 
my bead, and when by his light I walked 
through darkyeſ; ! As I was in the dayes 
of my youth, when the ſecret of God was 
wou my Tabernacle, when the Almighty 
was yet with me, when my children were 
about me. 
Yet let the Covenant God hath made 
with thee comfort. thee in this thy deſo- 
ate condition, | 
You know what domeſtick troubles 
holy'David met with.in,a fad ſucceſſion, 
not only from the death of children : but 
which was much worſe, from the wicked 
lives of his children. There was Inceſt, 
Murder, and Rebellion-in his Family 3. a 
far ſorer tryal, than death in their infancy 
could have been : And yet ſee how 
ſweetly he relieves himſelf from- the Co- 
venant of grace, in 2 Sam. 23+5. Al- 
though my bouſe be not ſo with God, yet be 
bath made with me an everlaſting Cove- 
nant, ordered in all things and ſure; for 
this is all my ſalvation, and my defire, al» 
though be maks it not to grow, 

I know this place principally refers to 
Chyiſt, who was to ſpring out of Davids 


family 
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Family according. to Geds Covenant 
made with him in that behalf: And yet 
I doubt not but it hath another, though | 
leſs principal aſpe& upon his own family; 
over all the afflitions and troubles where- 
of 'the Covenant of God , with him, 
did abundantly comfort him. 

And as it comforted him, although 
his houſe did not increaſe, and thole that 
were left were not ſuch as he delired : $0 
it -may- abundantly comfort you alfo, | 
whatever troubles or deaths be upon your 
families, who have an intereſt in the Co- 
venant. For, | 

Firſt, If you be Gods Covenant people, 
though he may affi&, yet he will never 
forget you, Jo 3- 5- He is ever mindful 
of bis Covenant. You areas much upon 
his heart in your deepeſt afflictions, as 
in' the greatelt flouriſh of your - prof 
Perity. 

You tind it hard to forget your child, 
though it be now turned to an. heap df 
corruption and loathſome rottennels; 
O: how doth your mind run upon it 
night and day ! your thoughts. tire not 
upon that obje&t : Why, ſurely its much 
more ealie for you to forget your dear 
child whilſt living. and moit endearing, 
much more when dead and ——_ 
chag 
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than it is for your God to forget you. 
Iſa. 49.15. Car a woman forget ber ſuck- 
ing child, that fhe ſhould not bave com- 
paſſion upon the ſou of her womb ? Tea, 
they may forget , yet will not T forget 
thee; 

Cay a woman, the more affectionate 
ſex, forget her fucking child, her own 
child, and not a nurſing child : her own 
child whilſt it hangs on the breſt, and to- 

ether with the milk from the breaſt, 

raws love from'its mothers heart: Can 
ſuch a thing as this be in nature ? Poſſibly 
It may.z for creature love is fickle and 'va- 
riable: But I will not forget thee, its an 
everlaſting Covenant. 

Secondly, As he will never forget you 
in your troubles 3 ſo he. will order all 
your troubles for your good 3 Its a well 
ordered Covenant, or a Covenant orderly 
diſpofed : So that every thing ſhall work 
together for your good. 

The Covenant fo orders all your tryals; 
ranks; and diſpoſes your various troubles 
ſo, as that they ſhall in tkeir orders and 
places - ſweetly co-operate and. . joyn 
their united influences t6 make you 
happy. 

Pouſhhbly you can't ſee how the preſent 
affliction” ſhould be for your good, -you 

: are 
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are:ready to ſay with Facob, Gen. 42. 36, 
Joſeph is not, and Simeon is not 1 dh 
will take Benjamin away 3 all theſe things 
are.againft me. But could: you once fee 
how ſweetly and orderly all theſe af- 
flitions work under the blefting and in- 
fluence of the Covenant to your eternal 
good 3 you would not only be quiet, but 
thankful for that which now ſo -much 
afflicts and troubles you now. 
- Thirdly, This Covenant is not only 
well ordercdin all-things, but ſare 3 the 
mexcies contained in it, are called he 
ſure 'mercies of David, 1a. 55. 3+ Now 
- how ſweet, how :ſcaſonable a ſupport 
doth this conſideration give to Gods ab 
fiited under the: rod:! You lately ' made 
your ſelves ſare of that creature-comfort 
which - hath forſaken you. It may be 
yau'ſaid of your child which is now gone, 
as Lamech (aid of his Son Noab,Gen.5.29: 
This ſame ſhall comfort us concerning our 
work,: and toyl of our bands. Meaning 
that his Son ſhould not only comfort them 
by: aſſiſting them in the work of . their 
hands, but in enjoying the fruit of their 
toil and pains for him. 

Probably ſuch thoughts you have had, 
and- raiſed up to your ſelves great ex-- 
pecations of comfort in your _ age 

| rom 
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from it3' but now you ſee you built upon 
the ſand 3 And where were you now, 
if yog had not a firmer bottom to build 
upon ? But bleſſed be God, the Covenant- 
mercies are more ſure and ſolid : God, 
Chriſt, and heaven , never ftart or fade 
as theſe things do. 
The ſweeteſt creature. enjeyments you 
ever had or have in this world, ca 

| fay to you as your God doth, I will yever 


- 
s 3 % 


leave thee 'nor- forſake thee. "01. maaſt 
partwith your dear Husbands, how well 
ſoever you love them 3 you.mult bid adieu 
to the wife of your boſom, how nearly. 
ſoever your affe&tions 'be linked', and 
heart -delighted” in her. Your children 
and you muſt be ſeparated, though they 
beto you as your own. ſoul. | "F 

' But though theſe'vaniſh away, blefled 
be God there is ſomething. that abides. / 
Though all fleſh be as graſs, and the goodli= 
neſs of it as the flower of the graſs 5, though 
the graſs withereth, andthe flower thereaf 
fadeth becauſe the ſpirit of the Lord. blaw- 
eth upon it , yet the word of our God ſhall 
ftand for ever, Ia. 40. 6,7, 8. Thereis 
ſo much of ſupported” contain in this 
one conlideration, that could but your 
taich tix here, to reallize, and apply it, 
I might lay dowa my pen at this period, 
and 


- 


Bo Advice and ſupport to the Golly 
and ſay the work is done, there needs no 
more. 


9. Conſid. The of the Reſurs. 
Ly 


rettion ſhould powerfifly reſtrain all ex- 
ceſſes of ſorrow ini thoſe that do profeſs 
7. ; | 


Let them only niourn without mea- 
Sure , who mourn without hope. [The 
husbandman doth not. mourn when he 
caſts his ſced-corn into the earth, becauſe 
he ſows in. hope 3 and commits .it. to the 
ground with an expectation to receive .it, 
again with improvement. Why thus 
ſtandsthe caſe Here,and juſt ſo the Apoſtle, 
fates it, 1 Theſ., 4. 13, 14+ But-1 would 
not have you to be ignorant; hn 0+ 
erning them which are aſleep, that 
row a even as others Hs bave _ 
bope ;, for if we believe that Jeſus dyed 
and roſe again, even ſo them alſ9 "which 
fieep in TJeſns will God bring . with 


Q- D. Look not upon the dead as 2 
loſt generation : Think not that - death, 
hath annihilated and utterly deſtroyed 
them. O no, they are not dead, bat 
only aſleep and:if they ſleep, they ſhall 
awake again. You don't uſe to. make 


out=cries' and Lamentations for your: 
children'and'friends when you tind them: 


aſleep 


 — ac. twobYke: 
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afleep upon, their beds. . Why ? Death 
qu longer ſleep, out of which they 
ſhall as ſurely awake as ever they did in 
themorning in this world. . _ . ; 
I have often wondered at that Golden 
fentence in Seneca, My 4s 
thoughts of the dead (fairh Hb enim 1 
he) are not as others are, _—_— amiſs 
I have fair and pleaſant ap- tanguam babe- 
ebenfions of them ; for am _ | 
7 enjoyed them as one that Seca EP: 63- 
reckoned T muſt fart with them, and I 
part with them, as one that makes account 
to have them. | 9-54 
He ſpeaks no doubt of that Enjoyment ' 
of them, which his pleaſant contem- 
plations of their vettuous ations could 
give him 3 for he was wholly unacquain- 
ted with the comfortable and heart-ſup- 
porting doctrine of the RefurreQtion- 
Had he known the advantages which 
reſalt thence, at what a rate may we 
think he would have ſpoken of the dead 
and of their ſtate ? But this you profels to 
believe, and yet ſink ata ſtrange rate. Q 
-ſuffer not Gentiliſm to but-vye Chriſti- 
anity : Let not Pagans challenge the 
greateſt believers to out-do them in a 
quiet and chearfut behaviout under af- 


i&tions. | 
G L be- 
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I beſeech.thee; Reader, if thy deceaſg 
friend haye left thee any-ſollid ground | 
hope that. he dycd intereſſed in Chrik 
and the Covenant; that thou wilt diſtin 
ly ponder theſe admirable ſupports,whic 
the doQrine of the Reſurrection affords, 

-. -Firft, That the ſame body which wg 
ſo pleaſant a ſpectacle to thee, ſhall. 
teftored again; yea, the ſame "ume 

cally, as well as the ſame ſpecificaly: þ 
that it ſhall-nat only be the what it 
but the who he was : Theſe eyes thall'bs 
bold him, and not another, Job 19. 27.& 

"The very fame body you Taid, Or Are noy 
to lay in the grave, ſhall be reſtored again 
"Thou ſhalt” find thine own husband, 
.wife, child, or ftiend again: I ſay the 
felt ſame and not another. 

' Secondly, And farther, this is ſuppor 
ting, that as you ſhall ſee the ſame perſoy 
that was ſo dear to you : So you ſhall 
know them to be the ſame that wet 
once endeared to you on earth in ſo near 
a tye of Relatjon, 

Indeed, you ſhall know "he no mon 
in any carnal Relation, death diſſolved 
that bond : But you ſhall know them to 
be ſuch as once were your dear Relations 
in this world, and beable to ſingle them 


out among that great multitude, and fay; 
This 
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This: was my Father, Mother, Husband, 
Wife, 'or Child : This wzs the petſon for 
whom I wept and made ſupplicatioft, 
who was an inftrament of good to mi 
br to whoſe. falvation God then made m 
inſtrumental. 0) wo Figs 

For we may allow in that ſtare all that 
knowledge which is cumulative, and pers 
fetirve, whatſoever may. enlarge \ and 
heighten our felicity and>farisfaQtion, as 
thismuſt needs be allowed -to: do. '-Li#4 
there jadgement. in this. point, 'beirig by 
his friends asked at ſupper'|the 'Eveniny 
before he dyed 3 replyed--;1 


in vita 


Tha 85 TEISAL | 
. thus, What ({aid he) befet »9//cbthr Ada 
Adam ?. He never ſaw Euez (1491! [ft of 


but was in a deep fleep when God fortned 
her 3 yet when he awaked:and iſaw ther 


| he asked not, What ſhe was, nor whence 


ſhe came ? But ſaith, ſhe'was fefh' of his 
fleſh, and: bone of 'his bone: now how 
knew he that ? He being full of: the: holy 
Ghoſt, and-endited with-the knowledge 
of God, ſpake thus: -Aﬀter the fame 
manner we alſo ſhall be in the: other life 
renewed by Chriſt, and: fhall know onr 
parents, our;wives and children. 

And this among other things was that 
with which Auguſt 1NecoOm- Avg. Ep. 6. 
forted the Lady Italica at- 

. A ter 
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ter the death of her dear husband, telling 
her 'that ſhe [ſhould know him--in the 
world to come, amongſt the 'gloritiel 
Saints. Yeay and a greater than cithe 
of theſe, Imean Part, comforted hi 
{elf that the Theſſalonians, whom he ha 
converted to Chriſt ſhould 'be His: jj | 
and Crown of rejoycing in the. preſence - 
the Lord Feſus Chrit at bis coming, 1 The 
2. 19, 20. which muſt - needs mmply \l | 
diſtin& knowledge of them in that dg 
which muſt be many hundred years alter 
death had feparated them from cachits 
ther. Whether this knowledge ſhall 
by the gtorifiedeyes diſcerning any lint 
ments or property of individuation'* 
maining upon the glorified bodies of ol 
| Relations? or whether it ſhall be byim 
mediate revelation as: Adam knew by 
wifez or as Peter, Famer, and Job 
knew Moſes and -E/:45\in the Mount, 8 
if is difficult to-determine, ſo it is neec 
to paxet our ſelves:about it.: *-/-: of 
_ It is the concurrent judgement of found 
Divines, and it 'wants not countenan@ 
' from Scripture and- reaſon, 'that fuch'i 
knowledge of ther ſhall be in Heaven? 
and then the ſadneſs of this parting wil 
be abundantly recompenſed by the joy 6 
that meeting. . CTRL 
g i 
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Thirdly, That at your next meeting, 
they ſhall be unſpeakably more deſirable 
ſweet and excellent than ever they were 
in this world. They had a delirableneſs in 
them here 3 but yet they were not alto- 
" ae lovely, and in every reſpe& de- 
| ble; they had their infirmities, both 
.natural, and moral; but all theſe are re- 
moved in Heaven , and for ever done 
away. No natural infirmities hang 
about glorified bodies 3 nor {inful 
ones upon perfected ' ſpirits of the juſt. 
Oh what lovely creatures will they appear 
to you then, when that which is ſown: 
now in diſhonour ſhall be raiſed' in 
"Wa, 1 Cor. 15. And then to Crawn 
all. 
| Fourthly, You ſhall have gn everlaſting 
 cnjoyment of them in Heaven, never to 
$ part again. The chiJdren'of the Re- 
{urrection can dye nq'more; Lk, 20. 36. 
* You ſhall kiſs their pale lips and cold 
cheeks no more 3 you ſhall never fear 
*S another parting pull, but be together 
with the Loxd for ever, 1 Theſ'4. I7. 
And this the Apoſtle thought an effeQual 
'F Cordial in this caſe, when he exhorted 
the Theſſalonians to comfort ane another 
" with theſs, words. - TI LIC x 
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© 0," Confid. '7he preſent felicity into 
which all that dye in Chriſt are' preſently 
admitted, ſhould abundantly comfort Chri 
ſtiang over the death of ſuch as either carried 


a lively hope out of the world with them, 


or bave left good grounds of ſuch an bope 
behind them. -- ** 

- Some there are that carried a livel 
hope to heaven with them, who! could 
eyidence to themſelves and friends their 
intereſt m Chriſt and in the lence, 8 
ea, though they had dyed in ſilence, yet 
their converſations would ſpeak for chem 
and the /tenohr of their lives lave' i no 
round | of. doubting touching their 
eath : others'dying in their infancy 6 
youth, though'they -cartied not ſuch an 
actual hope with them, yet they have 
left good "grornilly of - Hope behind 
them, - *: - 

- Parents now ler theſe grounds; 
yoy have” -prayed 'for them, you haye 
many times: wreftled- with: the Lord on 
their behalf;''you have taken hold of 
Gods Covenant for them, as wel as for 
your ſelyes, and dedicated them to the 
Lord ; and:theyhave-tot by any ations 
of theirs deſtroyedthoſe grounds of your 
hope, but that-you may with much pro: 
bability conclude they are with God. 
Why, 


wh 
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Why, if the caſe be ſo;-what abundanc 
reaſon have you to be quiet and well fatis-. 
fc4 with what God:hath done? Can they. 


4} be Setter than where they are? Had you 


better proviſions and entertainments for. 
them here , than their heavenly Father 
hath: above. | x : 

There is no Chriſtian! parent in' the 
world but would rejoyce to ſee his child 


| oat-trip and get befors him in grace, 


that he may be more eminent in parts. 
and ſervice thanever he was 3 And what 
reaſon can be given, why we/ſhould not 


| s much rejoyce to ſee our children get 
| before us in glory as in grace? They are 
| gotten to heaven a few years before you, 
| and is that matter of mourning ? Woald 


not your-child (it he' were not” ignorant 
of you) ' ſay as Chriſt did tothis friends a 
little before his death, when he ſaw'them 
caſt down at the ' thoughts' of parting, 
Job. 14/28. If ye loved' me ye would re- 
Joyce becauſe I go unto' the Father. q. 4. 
Do you valew-your own ſenfible comfort 
trom my bodily preſence with you, be- 
fore myglory arid advancement in hea- 
ven ? Is this love to me? 'Oris'it not ra- 
ther ſelf-love ? | N 
C * So would your departed friend fay * 

to you ;- you have profeſſed much love 
G 4 all 
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<All aJong to me, my happineſs ſeemed 
«to be very dear to you 3 How comes it 
© to paſs: then, that you mourn ſo ex- 
*ceedingly now ? This is rather the ef) 
< fe& of a fond and fleſhly, than of ra 
*tiopal and ſpixitual love : If ye loved 
*me witha pure ſpiritual love, ye would 
© rejoyce that I am gone to my Father, 
*1t's infinitely better for me to be here, 
*than with you on earth, under fin and 
* ſorrow. Weep not for me, but for 
your ſelves. 

Alas, though you want your frienk{ 
company, he wants not yours : Your cart 
wasto provide for this child, but Jekw 
Chriſt hath provided infinitely betta 
ior it than you could 3 you intended a 

ſtate, but he a Kingdom for it: you 
thoyght upon-ſuch or ſuch a match, but 
Chriſt hath forbid all others, and mar 
ried your child to himſelf. Would ya 
ihagine an higher preferment for tht 

uit of your bodies ?. 
' A King from: heaven hath ſent for 
your friend, and do you grudge at tit 
journey ? 'O think, and think again, what 
an honour.it is to you, that . Chriſt hath 
taken them out of your boſom, and Jaid 
them in his own; ſtript them out of chole 
Barments you Proyideg, and \gloathe 
$ arr igets- þ =” - tn 


* 


my —_ vv _ Mo ky. 9 


4h V _ o—_— — 5” TW 
. 


3.5 > Fe 


them in white robes waſhed in the blood 
of the Lamb. Let not your hearts be 
troubled, rather rejoyce exceedingly, that 
God made you infiruments to repleniſh 
heaven, and _ forth an heir for the 


Kingdom of God. | 


'Your child is now glorifying God in 
an higher way than you can 3 and what 
though you have loſt its bodily preſence 
fora time 3 yet Thope you don't reckon 
that to be your.loſs, which turns to. Gods 


greater glory. 


When Facob heard his Foſeph was 
Lord of t, he rather wiſht him- 
ſelf with Ps, than his Joſeph with 
him, in wants and ſtraights : So ſhould it 
be with you. You are yet rowling and 
toſſing upon a tempeſtuous Sea, but your 
friend is gone into the quiet harbour 3 
defire rather to be there, then that he 
were at Sea again with you. | 

11. Contid. Conſider how vain a thing 
all your trouble and ſelf-vexation is ;, it no 
way betters your caſe, nor eaſes your 
burthen. 

Asa Bullcck by wreſtling and ſweating, 
in the furrow, niay make his yoak to be 
more heavy; gall his neck, and ſpend 
his ſtrength the ſoonex, but no way helps 
himſelf by that. Why: thus ſtands - 

*:, all 
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(Mat. 6. 27.) Which of you by. takivg 
thought can add one: Cubit to bis fta- 
ture ? 

Cares may break our ſleep, yea, break 
our hearts 3 but they zannot add: to our 
ſtature either in a natural, or in a civil 


notion: So your ſorrowing may ſooner: 


break your hearts, than the yoak God 
| hath laid on you. 


Alas what is all this, but as the flut- } 


tering of a bird in the net, which inſtead 
of freeing, doth but the more entangle it 


ſelf ? It was therefore a wiſe reſolve of: 
David in this very caſe, when the. will of 


God was ſignified in the death- of his 
child, 2 Sam. 12, 23. But now be is dead, 
wherefore ſhould I faſt ? Can I hbring bim 
back, again? I ſhall go to him, but be ſhall 
#0t returu to me. 

Can I bring him. back again? No, I 
cag.no more alter the purpoſe and* work 
of God, than I can change the ſeaſons-of 
of .the year, or alter the courſe of Sun, 
Moon, and Stars , or diſturb the order of 
day and night 3 which are all unalterably 
eltabliſhed by a firm conſtitution: and .or- 
dinance of heaven, 


caſe with thee, it thou be as.a Bwllock-. 
unaccuſiomed to the yoak- Whag Chriſt - 
faith of caring, we, may ſay of grieving 


ot 
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As theſe ſeaſons cannot be changed by 
man: ſo neither can this courſe and way 
of his providences be changed, Job 23. 13, 
He is of 'one mind, and who can turn bim ? 
And what bis ſoul defireth even that'he 
doth. Tndeed whilſt his pleaſure and pur- 
ſe are unknown to us, there is room for 
ſing and prayer to prevent the "ng 
we fear 3 but when 'the purpoſe of. G 
is manifeſted in the Ifſue, and the ſtroke is 
given, then it is the vaineſt thing in the 
world to fret and vex our (elves, as Davids 
| ſervants thought he would do, as ſoon 
as he ſhould hear the child was. dead : 
but he was wiſer than ſo, his tears and 
cries to God before, had the nature and 
uſe of means to prevent the affliction 
but when it was come and could ngt be 
prevented, then they were of no. uſe, 
to no-purpoſe, in the world. Wherefore 
ſhould T faſt? q.d. To whatend, uſe, or 
purpoſe will it be now ? 

Well then, caſt not away your ſtrength 
and ſpirits to no PANTS reſerve them 
for future exerciſes and tryals. Time 
may come that you may need all: thes 
ſtrength you have, and much more to 
lupport greater burthens than this. 


I 2 . Conſid, 


02 Advice and ſupport to the Godly 
12. Confid. The Lord is able to reſtore 
all your loft comforts in Relations double to 
you ,, if you meekly ſubmit to him, and 
patiently wait upon bim under the rod. 

When Eſaz had loſt his bleſſing, he 
faid, Haſt tho but one bleſing my Father ? 
Gen. 27.38. But your Father hath more 
bleſſings for you than one his name is 
The Father of mercies, 2 Cor. 1. 3. He 
can beget and create as many mercies for 
you as he pleaſeth 3 Relations and the 
comforts .of them are at his com- 
mand. 
It is but a few months or years paſt, 
and theſe comforts whoſe loſs you now 
lament were not in being nor did you 
know whence they ſhould ariſe to you, 
yet the Lord gave the word, and com- 
manded' them for you : and if he pleaſe 
he can make the' death of theſe but like 
a ſythe to' the Meadow that is mown 
down, or a razor. to the head that is ſha- 
ved bare; which aver it lay you under 
the prefent trouble and reproach of bar- 
renneſs, yet doth but make way for a 
doyble increaſe, a ſecond ſpring with ad- 
vantage. | © | TY 

So that as it was with the Captive 
Church in refpe& of her ſpiritual Chil- 
dren, in the'day of her Captivity and re- 

| : proach 
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proach, the Lord made up all with ad- 
vantage to her, even to her own aſtoniſh- 
ment , Iſa. 49; 20. The childres which 
thou (halt bave after thou haſt loft the other, 
ſhall ſay again in thine ears, the place is 
200 ſtraight for me, give place to me that 
I may dwell. | 

Thus may he deal with you as to yout 
natural children and Relations : So that 
what the man of God faid to Amaziahb, 
2 Chron. 25. g. may be applyed to the 
caſe in hand, Amaziah ſaid to the man 
God, but what ſhall we do for the hundred 
Talexts ? And the-man of God anſwered, 
the Lord is able to give thee much more 
than this. | a3 hes 

O ſay not what ſhall 1 do for friends 
and Relations ? Death hath rob'd me of 
all comfort in them.. Why, the Lord is 
able to give you much more. But then, 
as'ever you expett to ſee your future bleſ- 
{ings multiplyed, look to it, and be care- 
ful that yon neither diſhonour God, 'or 
grieve him , by your 'unfabmiſhve and 
impatient | carrtage under the preſent 
Rod. 

God took away all Fobs children, and 
that at one ſtroke, and the ſtroke itm- 
mediate and extraordinary : and that 
when they were grown up, and planted 
(at 
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(at leaſt ſome of. them) in diſtin fa« 
milies: Yea, whilſt they were endearing 
each other by the. mutual expreſſions of 
affedion. This muſt be yeilded to be an 
- extraordinary tryalz. yet he meekly re- 
ceives, and patiently bears it from the 
hand of the Lord. | 
You have heard of the patience of 
Fob (faith the Apoſile, Fam. 5; 11.,) and 
ſeen the end of the Lord. Not only the 
gracious end 'or intention of the Lord 
in all his afflictions, . but the happy end 
and Iflue the Lord gave to all his afliti- 
- ons, of which you. have the account; 
Job 42. 10. The Lord gave Fob twice as 
much as he bad before. The number of 
his children was not double to what he 
had, as all his other comforts were : but 
wan: the Lord only reſtored the fame 
humber to him again that he took away 3 
yet it's like the comfort he had in theſe 
+ latter. children was double to' what he 
had in the former. . There's nothing loſt 
by waiting patiently, and ſubmitting 
- willingly to the Lords diſpoſe. 
._ _.j Itisascaſie with the Lord to revive, 
'* aSitis to remove your comforts in Rela- 
tions. There is a Gweet expreſſion to this 
purpoſe in Pſal. 18. 28. For thous Lord 
FR wilt light my candle, the Lord my God 
k. will enlighten my darkneſs. Every 
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Every comfortable enjoyment, whe- 
her it'be' in Relations, Eſtates, Health, 
or Friends, is a candle lighted by Provi- 
dence for our comfort in this world, 'and 
they are but candles, which will not al- 
waies laſt, and thoſe that lat longeſt will 
be conſumed and waſted at laſt 3 but often 
times it falls out with. them as with 
candles, they are blown out before they 
are half conſumed 3 yea, almoſt as ſoon 
as lighted up, and then we are in darkneſs 
for the preſent. 

It's a dark hour with us when theſe 
comforts are put out:, but Davids faith 
did, and ours may comfort us with this, 
That he that blew out one candle, can 
light -up another. Thou Lord ſhalt light 
my candle, the Lord my God ſhall enlighten 
my darkneſs, that is, the Lord will xe- 
new my comforts, alter the preſent Tad 
eſtate I am in3z and chaſe away that 
trouble and darkneſs which at preſent 
les upon me. Only beware of offending 
him at whoſe beck your —_ and com- 
forts come and go. Michall diſpleaſed 
the Lord, and therefore had no child unto 
the day of her death, 2 Sam. 6. 23. 

Hanah waited humbly upon the Lord 
for the bleſſing of children, and the Lord 
remembred her, he enlightened her con- 
dition- 
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dition with that comfort, when ſhe was . 
as a Lamp deſpiſed. There's no com» 
fort you have loſt, but God can reſtore it, 
yea, double it in kind, if he ſee it con- 
venient for you- And if not then | 
13.. Confid.: Confider, though be ſhould 
deny you any more comforts of that kind, | | 
yet be bath far better to beſtow upon you: | 
fuch as theſe deſerve not to be named' | 
with, | | 
You have an excellent Scripture to | 
this purpoſe in Iſa. 56. 4, 5. For thus ſaith | 
the Lord unto the Eunuchs that keep my. | | 
Sabbaths, and chooſe the things that pleaſe 
© "me, and takg bold of my Covenant; even | 
#0 them will 1 give in my bouſe, and within | 
,, ace and a name better thas | 
| 
| 
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my walls a þ | 
Pf fons and of daughters : I will give them 
an everlaſting name that ſhall not be cut 
Mens names are faid to be continued. 
_ | in their Iflue, in their male 
oy Engliſh 1fque eſpecially, and con- 
ANOXtAtIONs mm 'r *7 » 
= equently to fail in ſuch 45 
| wanted Iflue, Numb. 17. 4 
And a numerous Iſſue is deemed no (mall 
honour, Pſal. x27. 4, 5- God therefore 
promiſeth here to ſupply and make good 
the want of Iflue, and of whatſoever 
either honour here, or memorial ho 
after | 
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| ifter might from it have accrued to them 3 
by beſtowing upon them matter of far 
preater Honour, and more dutablez a 
name better or before the natnie of Sons 
and Daughters. 
| It's a greater honour to be a child of 
God,” than to have the greateſt ' honour 
or comfort that ever children afforded 
their parents in this world. _ 

' Poor heart, thou art now dejeted by 
this afliction that lyes upon thee, as it 
all joy and'comfort were now cut off from 
thee in this world. 

A cloud dwells upon all other cotn- 
| forts, this affliction hath' ſo imbittered 

{| thy ſoul, that thou taſteſt no more in 
any other earthly cormfort, thih in the 
1 white of anegg; - © that thou didft but 
confider-the conſolations that are with 
God for ſuch as anſwer his ends in af- 
fiction, and patiently wait on him for 
their comfort ! He hath comforts for you 
'far tranſcending the joy of childret; 

This ſome have found when their chil- 
dren have been cut off frotn them.,and that 
in ſo emirient a degree, that they have 
little valued their comfort in children in 
compariſon with this comforts | 

I will here fet down a pregnant in- 

fance of the point in hand, as I find it 
| H recor- 


g$ Advice and. ſupport to the Godly 


recorded by the grave and, worthy Ay- 
Pinch | of ſucohe) Has ce book 
= entitle e n 

- Hm nm . the Scripture.  . © 

& Another notable ins 
* ſtance of grace, with a very remark- 
& able. paſſage. in his condition, I ſhall 
Uhere mention. ' One Patrick, Mackemrath 
& who lived in the Weſt parts of Scotland, 
© whoſe heart, in a remarkable way: the 
-&Lord touched, and after-his. converſion 
«(as he ſhewed to many Chriſtian frien&) 


&« was inſuch a frame fo: affeced . witha 


< new world, when he was entxed,the 
£ | Aſcoperics, od, and of: a like, 
Fa 6 months : together 
Gem I [5 om Hlcep, EY was {ill taken 
© up-in: engering His life was very. tt 
© markable for tenderneſs, and near: con 
& verſe with Gogin his walk-3 and which 
_ *, Was worthy to be noticed, one day after 
& 2 ſharp tryal, having his only Son ſud: 
& denly taken away by death; he. retired 
< alone for ſeveral hours, and when he 
© came forth:did look ſp chearfully, that 
© to thoſe who asked him the reaſon 
&« thereof, and wondered at the ſame in 
*{ixch a time 3 he told them, He bad got 
&« »hat in bis retirement with the Lord, that 


© to bave it afterwards renewed, be woul 
| cc e 
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6 be content! to Joſe a Son evtry day. 

Oh what a ſweet exchange had he 

made ! Surely he had Gold' for braſs, a 
pearl'for -a'pebble'5 a treaſure for a trifle 3 
for ſo'great, yea, anlfar''greater is the 
diſproportion betwixt the fweet light of 
Gods 'Countenance, and the faint dim 
light of the beſt creature-enjoyment: 
- Wold it pleaſe the Lord to make this 
ſun ariſe and ſhine upon you : now when 
the ftars that ſhined with z dim and bor- 
| towed light are gone down , you would 
ſce ſuch gain by the exchange, as would 
quickly make you caſt in your votes with 
him we now tmentioned) and fay, Lord, 
let every day be ſuch as this faneral day; 
let all my hours be as this, fo that T may 
ſee and taſte what Inow do. How glad- 
ly would I part with the deareſt and 
neareſt creature-comfort I own in this 
world. | 

The gracious and tender Lord hath 
his diyine Cordials reſerved on purpoſe 
| for ſuch fad hours : theſe are ſometimes 
given before ſome ſharp tryal to prepare 
tor it, and ſometimes-after to ſupport 
under it. 

F have often heard it from the mouth, 
and found it in the Diary of a ſweet 
Chriſtian now with God, That a lictle 
H 2 betore 
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before the Lord removed her dear hug: 
band by death, there was ſuch an abun- 
dant out-let of the love of God into her 
foul; for ſeveral days and nights follow- 
ing; that when the Lord took'away her 
husband by death, though he were z 
gracious, ſweet temper'd, and by her moſt 
tenderly beloved husband 3 ſhe was ſcarce 
ſenſible of the iroke, but carried quite 
above all earthly things, their comforts, 
and their troubles 3 ſo that ſhe had almoſt 
loft the thoughts of her husband in God, 
And had not the Lord taken this courſe 
with her, ſhe concluded that blow had 
not been poflible to be born by her, ſhe 
muſt have ſunck without ſuch a prepe- 
rative. | 

A Husband, a Wife, a Child, are great, 
very great things, as they ftand by other 
creatures, but furely they will ſeem Iitle 
things, and next to nothing, when the 
Lord ſhall: ſet himſelf by them before 
the ſoul. 

And how know you, but God hath 
bid theſe earthly comforts ſtand aſide 
this day, to make way for heavenly ones? 
It may be God is coming tocommunicate 
himſelf more ſweetly, more ſenſibly than 
cv x to your ſouls 3 and theſe are the pro- 

vidences which muſt caſt up and ep 
- the 
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the way of the Lord. Poſſibly Gods 
meaning in their death is but this, Child 
ſtand aſide thou art in my way, and fillet 
my place in thy parents heart. 

114. Conſid. Be careful you exceed not 
in your grief for the loſs of earthly things, 
confidering that Satan takes the advantage 
of «ll extreams. 

You cannot touch any extream, but 
you will be touched by that enemy 3 
whoſe greateſt adyantages lye in aſſaulting 
you there. 

Satan is called the Ruler of the darkneſs 


of this world, Eph. 6. 12. (i.e. his 


Kingdom is ſupported by darkneſs. Now 
there isa twofold darkneſs, which gives 
Satan great advantage: the darkneſs of 
the mind, viz. ignorance, and the dark- 
neſs of the condition, viz. trouble and 
affliction. Of the former the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks chiefly in that Text: bue the Jatter 


al{ois by him often improved, to carry on 


his deſigns upon us: When it's a dark 
hour of trouble with us, then is his fitteſt 
ſeaſon to tempt. 

That cowardly ſpirit falls upon the 
people of God when they are down and 
low in ſpirit, as well as ſtate. Satan 
would neyer have detired that the hand 
of Gad thould have been ſtretched out 


H 3 upan 


102 Advice and ſapport to tht Godly- 


upon Jobs Perſon, Eſtate, ' and childrens 
but that he promiſed himſelt, a notable 
advantage therein to poylon- his ſpirit 
with vile . thoughts - of Godi: Dv this 
(faith he) and be will curſe tþee 10 thy 
face. ”3 | 
What the Pſalmiſt obſerves. of xataral, 
is as true of metaphorical darkneſs; ' Pal, 
104. 20, Thou makeft darkneſs and it is 


might, wherein all the beaſts of tbe for 


do creep forth, the young Lious rear after 
their prey. 4 

When its dark night with men,its noon» 
day with Satan (5. e,). our ſuffering time, 


is his buſzeſt working time, many a dif | 


mal ſyggeipon he then plants. and grafts 
upon our aifliction, which are much mort 
—_ to us. than the. affliction it 
deli. | | 

' Sometimes he inje&s deſponding 
thoughts into the: afflicted ſoul, - Then 
ſaid 1, I am cut off from before thinse' eyes, 
PAL. 3 1. 22. & Lam. 3. 18, 19. My. hope 
& periſhed from the Lord, remembring my 
affidion and my miſery, the wormwood and 
the gall, 1 | 
- . Sometimes he ſuggeſts hard thoughts 
of God, Ruth-1..20. The Lord bath dealt 
very bitterly -with.me. Yea, that he hath 


other, 


gealt more ſeverely _ with us. than. 'any | 
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other, Lam. T. 12. See and bebold if thers 
be any ſorrow, like unto my ſorrow which 
# done unto me, wherewith"the Lord hath 
affiified. me, in the day of his fierce an- 
ger. | 
And ſometimes murmuring and repining 
thoughts againſt the Lord, the foul is 
diſpleaſed at the hand of God upon it.' 
Jonah was angry at the hand of God; 


' and faid, I do well to be' angry even unto 


death, Jonah 4. 9. What diſmal thoughts 
are theſe ? And how much more afflictive 
to a gracious ſoul than” the loſs of any 
outward enjoyment in this werld ? | 


* -» And ſometimes very irreligions and 


Atheiftical thoughts, as if there were” no 
priviledge to' be had by Religion, and 
all our pains, zeal and care about Duty, 


were little better than loſt labour, Plal. 


3- 13, I4. Verily I bave cleanſed my 

art in vain, and waſhed my hands in 
innocency for all the day long 1 have 
been plagued , and chaſtened' every mor- 
ning. | \kiny 
By theſe things Satan gets no ſmall ad+ 
vantage upon the afflicted Chriſtian 3 for 
albeit theſe *thoughts* are his burthen, 
and God will not impute them to the 
condemnation - of his people, yet they 


| fob the ſoul of peace, -and\ hinder i from 


: H 4 duty, 
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duty, and make it a& uncomely under 
affliction to the ſtumbling and hardening 
of athexs in their fin z beware therefore 
leſt by your excefles of ſorrow ye give 
place to the Devil : we are not ignorant 
of his devices. 

15.Conjid. Give not way to exceſſive ſor- 
rows wpox the account of affiicizon, if ye bave 
ny regard to the bonour of God and Re-. 
ligion, which will thereby be expoſed to re-' 

roach, 

Tf you ſlight your own honour, don't 
flight the honour of God and Religion 
too. Take heed how you carry. it in a 
day of trouble, many eyes are upon you. . 
It is a true obſervation that a late worthy 
Author hath made upon this caſe. What 
will the Atheiſt, and wbat 


M. M. his AP- ill the rophane ſcoffer ſay, 
_— "Us when / ſhall ſee this? 
' ſcription. So ſattiſh and malicians 
P- 122. tbey are , that if they do 


but ſee you in affiiftion, they are ftraights' 
way ſcornefully demanding , Where is your 
God ? | 
' » But whet will they ſay, if they ſhould 
bear you your ſelves unbeltevingly y' 
ext , where is our Ged? Will they not bt 
ready to cry) This is tbe Religion they make 
Juch boaft ef, which you ſee bow FOR it 
| £5004 | ary 
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dves for them in @ day of extremity : they 
talk. of promiſes, rich and precions pro- 
miſes; but where are they now ? Or to 
what purpoſe do they ſerve ? They ſaid 
they bad a treaſure in heaven. What ails 
them t0 mourn ſo then if their Riches be 
there 2? Pe EET 

O beware what you do before the 
world 3 they have eyes to ſee what you 
can do, as well as cars to hear what you 
can fay. And as long as your carriage 
under troubles is ſo much like their own, 
they will never think your principles are 
better than theirs: Carnal worldlings 
will be drawn to think that whatever 
fine talk you might have about God and 
heaven, your hearts were maſt upon the 
fame things that theirs were » fince your 
grief for their removal is as great as 
bheirs. 

They know by experience, what a 
Gay it is to the heart to have an able,faith» 
ful friend to depend upon, or to have 


| hopes of a great Eſtate ſhortly to fall to 


themz and they'le never be perſwaded 
you have any ſuch ground of comfort 3 it 
they ſee you as much cafi down, as they 
that pretend ta na ſuch matter. 

By this means the precepts of Chriſt . 


to conſtancy and contentment in all E- 


{tates, 


tos Advice and fupport to the Golly* 
ſtates; will come to be lookt upon (liks 
thoſe of the Stzoicks) only as. magnifies 
verbs, brave words, but ſuch as are im- 
polhble to be praQtiſed 3 and the whole 
of the Goſpek will be taken for an airey 
notion , ſince they that profeſs greateſt 
gn to it, are no more helpt there- 
ae What a ſhame is it that Religion 
ſhould in this caſe make no more diffe- 
rence betwixt man and man ? Wherefore 
ſhew to the world (whatever their com- 
. mon cen(ſures are) that it is not {ſo much 
your: care to differ from them in ſome 
opinions, and little 'ſtritneſs, as in hus 
mility,, meekneſs, contempt of the world, 
and heavenly mindedneſs; and now- let 
theſe graces diſplay 'themſelves by your 
chearful patient deportment under all 
your grievances. 

: Wherefore hath God planted thoſe ex+ 
cellent graces in-your ſouls, but that he 
might be glorified, and you: benefited by 
the exerciſes of them in tribulation ? 
Should: theſe be ſuppreſt and hid, and 
nothing but the pride, paſſion, and un- 
mortitied earthlineſs of your hearts ſet 
on work and diſcovered in time 'of 
trouble, what a ſlur , what 'a. wound 
will you give toithe glorious name which: 
is 
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is call'd upon by you'?- And then if your 
hearts be truly gracious, that will pierce 
you deeper than ever your affliction __ 
occalioned it did, 

I beſeech you therefore be tender of 
the name of God, if you will not be {o 
of your own peace and comfort. 

16, Confid. Be quiet and hold your 
peace, you little know how many mercies 
lye in the womb of this ſharp affliction. 

Great are the benefits of a ſharp rous» 
zing aMidion to the- people of God at 
ſometimes, and all might have them at 
all times. were they more- careful to im» 
prove- them. Holy | David thankfully 
acknowledgeth, Pal. 119.71. 1t is _u 
for me that 1 have been afflied. | 

And ſurely there's as:much- good: an 
them for you, as -for him: if the Eord 
fnGihe them to ſuch ends and wes: = 
his were {anctified unto, | 

Such a ſmarting rod. as this came als 
before there was need enough of it, and 
polſibly you ſaw the need of ſome . awa- 
king providence your ſ{elvesz but it not; 
the Lord did 3 he took not up the rod. to 
{mite you, till his faithfulneſs, and ten- 
der loye to your ſouls called upon him 
to correct you, 

You now fit penfive under the KG 
ſadly 
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fadly lamenting and deploring the loſs of 
ſome earthly comfort, your heart is ſur- 
charged with ſorrow, your eyes run down 
upon every mention and remembrance of 
your dear friend. Why, it there: were 
no more, this alone may diſcover the need 
you had of this rod 3 for doth not-all 
this ſorrow at parting, plainly ſpeak how 
much your heart was ſet upon, how faſt 
your heart was glewed to this earthly 
comfort ? 

Now you ſee that your affections were 
funk many degrees tv into the crea- 
ture than you were aware of: and what 
ſhould God doin this caſe by you ? Should 
he ſuffer you to cleave to the creature 
moreand more ? Should he permit it to 
purloin and exhayſt your love and de- 

ight, and ſical away your heart from 
himſelf? This he could not do and love 
you. The more impatient you are under 
- affliction, the moxe need you had 
OT if, | 

And what if by this ſtroke the Lord 
will awaken your drowzy ſoul, and re- 
cover you out of that pleaſant, but dan- 
gerous ſpiritual ſlumber you were fallen 
into, whilſt you had pillowed your head 
upon this pleaſant, fentible creature-eny 
joyment ? 1s not this really better for you, 
\'L than 
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than if he ſhould fay, ſleep on? He js 
joyned to Idols, let him alone, he is de« 
; parting from me the fountain, toa broken 
Ciſtern, let him go ? 

Yea, What it by this ſtroke u 
one of the pleaſanteft things you had in 
this world , God will diſcover to you, 
more ſenſibly and effeQually than ever, 
the vanity both of that, and all other 
earthly comforts, ſo as that you ſhall 
from henceforth never let forth your 
heart, your hope, your love and delight 
to any of thern as you' did before? you 
could talk before of the creatures vanity 3 
but I queſtion whether ever you had fo 
clear and convincing a fight of its vanity 
as you have this day: And is not this a 
' confiderable mercy in your eyes ? 

Now.if ever, God is weaning you from 
all fond opinions, and vain expeQations 
from this world 3 by this your Judgment 
of the creatures is redified, and your af 
fefiions to all other enjoyments on carth 
moderated: And is this nothing? O 
doubtleſs ic's a greater mercy to yor, than 
to have your friend alive again. 

And what if by this —_—_ wander- 
ing, gadding heart ſhall be whipt home 
to God? Your negleQed duties revived, 
your decayed Communion with God = 

. | ſtore 
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ſtored, a ſpiritual heavenly frame of heart 
xecovered ? What wilb you fay then ?. 

- Suxely you will - bleſs that merciful 
hand which removed: the obſtructions; 
and adore the divine wiſdom and good- 
neſs, that by ſuch a device as this reco- 
ver'd you-to himſelf. Now you can pray 
more confiantly, more ſpiritually," more 
afteqionately than before. - Oh bleſſed 
xo0d'which buds and blofſoms with' ſach 
fruits as: theſe ', Let: this be written 
among your beſt. mexcies3 for. you ſhall 
have cauſe to adore and bleſs: iGod: eter- 
nally for this beneficial affliction. * -- 

, 17, 'Conlid, Suffer -#0t your ſelves. 0 
be. tranſported: by impatience , and: ſwal- 
lowed w? of grief 3- becauſe God. hath  ex- 
cerciſed you nnder a ſmart rod, for as ſmar- 
ting '#s it is, it's comparatively a | gehitle 
Serokg to what others as good as your ſelves 
 bave felt. | 

- Your dear Relation is dead 3 be it ſo 
here is. but. a ſingle death, before you, 
but others have ſeen many deaths con- 
trived into one upon their Relations, to 
which yours is nothing. | 
_-Zedekzah ſaw his children murdred be- 
fore his. .cyes, and then had thoſe. eyes 
(alas too late) put out, The. worthy 
o Author 


l mider the loſt of Dedr Relations. "Irs 


Author of that excellent 
book | foxcmmention'd, tells The, ullillng 
us of a choice and godly © irbigh 
Gentlewomanin the North | 
of trelaud; who when the Rebellion 
brake out there, fled with three children, 
- one of them upon the breſt 3 they had 
| . not gone far before they were _— na- 
ked by the Iriſh, who to admiration {| 
red cheis lives (its like, concluding has 
cold and hunger would kill them) after- 
wards going on, at the foot of a River 
which runs to- Locheach , others mer 
them, and will have them caſt into the 
River : but this godly woman, not dif- 
maid, asked a little _— to pray 3 _ 
as ſhe lay naked on the frozen ground, 
pot reſolution not to goon her own feet 
to ſo unjuſt a death, upon which _—_— 
called her, and ſhe refalmg, was drag” 
by the heels along that rugged way to be 
caſt in with her little ones and comes 
_ 
+ But the then turned, and on her knees 
ſays, you ſhould I am ſire be Chriftians, 
and men I ſee you are in taking away 
our miſerable lives you: do us-a pleaſure : 
But know that as we never wronged you, 
nor yours; you muſt remember to dye alſo 
your (elves, and one day give an _ 
by | 0 
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of this cruelty to the Judge of heaveh 
and earth, hereupon they reſolved not 
to murder them with their own harids, 
but turned them all naked upon a ſmall 
Iſland in the 'Rivet without any provi- 
fion, there to periſh. 

The next day the two boys: having 
crept aſide, found the hide of a beaſt 
which had been killed, at the root of a 


tree 3 which the Mother caſt over them 
lying upon the Snow. The next day a, 


little boat goes by, unto whom ſhe calls 
for Gods ſake to take themout, but they 
being Tr: refuſed : they defixed a little 
bread, but they faid they had none : then 
ſhe begs a coal of fire which ſhe obtained, 
and thus. with ſome fallen chips made 
a little fire, and the children taking a 
piece of the hide laid it on the coals, and 
began to gnaw the Leather; but without 
an extraordinary divine ſupport, what 
could this do ? 

Thus they lived ten days without any 


viſible means of help, having no bread, 


but ice. and ſnow, nor drink except wa 
ter. The two boys being near ſtarved; 
ſhe preſſed them to go out of her light, 
not able to ſee their death : yet God des 
livered them as miraculouſly at laſt, as he 
had ſupported themall that while. . 

| ut 
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\ | But; judge whether'a natural death, in 
an ordinary way,be comparable to ſuch a 
tryal as this ! And yet thus the 'Lord did 
by this choice and eminently gracious 
WOman. 

And Mr. Wall in his #one-but-Chrift, 
relates as ſad a paſſage of a pobr Fatnily* 
in Germany, who were driven to that 
extremity in the famine, that at laſt the 
Parents made a motion one to the other 
to ſell one of the children for bread to 
ſuſtain themſelves and the reſt : but when 
they- came to conſider which child ic 
ſhould be, their Kearts ſo relented and 
yerned upon every one; that they reſolved 
rather all to dye together. Yea we read 
in Lam. 4. 10. The hauds of the pitiful 
women have ſodden their own children, 
But what (peak I of theſe extremities 3 
how many parents, yea, ſome godly ones 
too, have lived to ſee their childreh dyin 
in prophanenels, and ſome by the hand 
Juſtice, lamenting their Rebellions with 
arope about their necks ? | 

Ah,Reader.little doſt thou know, what 
ſtings there are in the afflictions of others ! 
Surely you have no reaſon to think the 
Lord hath dealt more bitterly with you 
than any. It's 4 gentle firoke, a mat 

'F it- 
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diſpenſation it YOUTOINPATre it with what 
Others have felt. | 
..1$8, Conſid. If God be your God, you 
have really loſt nothing by the removal of 
any creature-comfort. | 
God is the Fountain of all true com- 
fort 3 creatures, the very beſt and fweet- 
eſt, are but Ciſterns to receive, and cons 
vey to us what comfort God Is pleaſed 
to communicate to them 3 ' and it the 
Ciſtern be broken, or the. pipe cut off, 
ſo that no more comfort can be conveyed; 
to us that way 3 he hath other waies and 
mediums to do it by, which we think 
not of; and'if he pleaſe, he can conyey 
his comforts to his people without any 
of them; and if he do it more imme» 
diately, we ſhall be no loſers by that; 
for no comforts in the world. are fo de- 
tketableand raviſhingly fweet, as thole 
that flow immediately from the founs, 
tain. , 
And it is the ſenſuality of our hearts 
that cauſes us to affe&t them fo inordi- 
nately, and grieve for the loſs of them 
{o immoderately.as if we had not enough 
im God without theſe creature-ſ{upple- 
ments. | 
Is the fulnefs,of the Fountain yours ? 


and yet do ye caſt down your (elyes, be- 
| cauſe 
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becauſe the broken Ciftern is removed. 
The beft Creaturesare no better, Fer.2.13. 
Ciſterns have nothing but what they re- 
ceive, and broken ones cannot hold what 
is put into them. Why then do ye 
mourn as if” your life were bound up in 
the creature ? You have as free an acce(s. 
to the Fountain, as you 'had before,” It. 
is the advice ofan Heathen, 

(and let them take the Burn amabas 


A '” extulifli quere 
comfort of it ) to if gry quem —_— ſas . 


by a new'earthly comfort, tius eſt amicum 
what we have loſt in the !P47a77 quam 
former. ms Ep 
Thow haft carried forth ' 9, 6419, © 
bim whom thou lovedft({aith 
Seneca) ſeek. one whom thou maiſt lope in, 
bit ftead: its better'to repair, than bemoan 
thy Loſs. | ; 
But if God never repair your loſs, in 
things of the ſame kind, you know he 
can abundantly repair it in himſelf. | 
Ah Chriſtian ! Is not one kiſs of His 
mouth,” one glimpſe of his countenance, 
one ſeal of his ſpirit, a more fweet and 
ſubſtantial comfort than the ſweeteſt Re- 
lation in *this world can afford you ! If 
the ſitcam fail, repair to the Fountain, 
there's enough ill, God is where he was, 
md whatthe was, though the creature be 
not, I 2 19, Conſt, 
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| 19. Confid.. Though you may want a 
tittle comfort in your life, yer ſurely # 
may be recompenſed to. you by a more eafie 
death, _ 5 | 
The removal of your , friends before 
you may turn. to your great advantage, 
when your hour is come that you muſt 
follow them. Oh how have many good 
ſouls been clog'd and enſnared in their 
dying hour, by the loves, . cares, and 
fears they have had about thoſe they 
muſt teaye behind them- in a ſinful evil 
world ! : 
Your love'to them might have proved 
a fnare to you, and cauſed you to hang 
back as loath to, go hence 3. for \ theſe. ar 
the things that .nake men . loth . to. dye, 
And thus it might _have bcen- with you, 
except God had removed them before 
hand, or ſhould give you in that day ſud 
ſights of Heaven, and . taſts, of, Divine 
love, as ſhould maſter and; mortihe al 
your carthly affeCtions to theſe things. 
I knew a gracious perſon, now it 
heaven, who tor many weeks: in her laſt 
liekneſs complained.,: that ſhe found it 
hard to part with a dear Relation, at 
that there was nothing proved a great 
clog to her ſoul than this. - ?Tis much 
more ealie to think-of going to our by 
wn; 
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who are in heaven before us, than of pax- 
ting with them,. and leaving our delire- 
able and dear ones behind us. * 

And who knows what cares and di- 
ſtrating thoughts you may then be 
peſtred and diſtracted with upon their ac- 
count ? What ſhall become of theſe when 
Iam gone! I am now to leave them God 
knows ' to what wants, miſeries, temp- 
tations, and aflitions, in the midſt of a 
deceitful, defiling, dangerous world. 

I know its our duty to leave our father- 
leſs children, and friendleſs Relations 
with God 3 to truſt them with him that 
gave.them to us: And ſome have been 
enabled chearfully to do ſo when they 
were parting from them, Lxther could 
ſay, Lord, thou baſt given ; 
me a wife and children, 1 Melchior Adam  * 
bave little to leave them ; eh og wed 
nouriſh , teach, and keep A 
them, O thows Father of the Farber; 
and Fudge of widows. But every Chri- 
ſtian hath not a Lxtbers faith. Some tind 
it an hard thing to diſentangle their at- 
tecions at ſuch a time : but now, if God 
have ſent all yours before you, you have 
ſo much the leſs to do, Death may be 


eahier to. you than others. 


I 3 20, Conkid. 
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-20. Conlid. But if nothing that bath 
been yet ſaid will ftick, with . you; then, 
Laſtly, remember, that you are near that 
ftate and place which admits no ſorrows 
zor , ſad refletions upon any ſuch accounts 
as theſe. | 

'Yeta little while and you ſhall not mils 
them, you ſhall not need them, but you 
ſhall live as the Angels of God. We 
now live partly by faith, partly by ienks 

partly upon God, and partly upon t 
creature. - Our ſtate is mixed, therefore 
our comforts are {o too : but when God, 
ſhall be all-in all, and we ſhall be as the 
Angels of God'iin the way and manner of 
our living. How much will the caſe be 
altered with us then, from what it is 
now! x. ES 

Angels neither marry nor are given 
in-mariage 3. neither ſhall the children of 
the Reſurreftion 3 when the days,of . our. 
Aifſhg are ended, the days of ourmour- 
ning ſhall be-ſo too. No graves were 
opened till ſn enter'd, and no more ſhall 
be open*d. when fin is excluded. . . - : 

- Our glorified Relations ſhall live with 
us for ever, they ſhall complain no more, 
dye no tmoxre 3, yea, this is the happineſs 
ot that ſtate to which you are paſſing on, 
that your ſouls being in the neareſt con- 
| jun&ion 


_. 
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junction with God the fountain of Joy, 
you ſhall have no concernment out of 


him. You ſhall not be put upon theſe ex- 


erciſes of patience nor ſubje&ed to ſuch 
ſorrows as now you feel any more. It is 
but a little while and the end of all theſe 
things will eome. Oh therefore bear up 
as perſons that expe ſuch a day of Ju- 
bilee at hand. 

And thus I have finiſhed the (e- 
cond general Head of this Diſcourſe, 
which is a diſſwaſive from the fin of im+ 
moderate forrow. —_— 

3.I now procced to the third thing pro- 
poſed, namely to remove the Pleas and 
excuſes for this immoderate grief. It s 
natural to men, yea to good men to jultihe 
their excefles, or at leaſt extenuate them, 


by pleading for their paſſions, as if they 
wanted not cauſe and reaſon enough to 


excuſe them. If theſe be fally anſwered, 


and the ſoul once convinced, and lett 


without Apology for its ſin, it is then in 
a fair wa bor its cure, which is the laſt 
thing deligned in this Treatiſe. 

My preſent buſineſs therefore is to fa- 
tishe thoſe Objecions, and' anſwer thoſe 


+ Reaſons which are commonly pleaded in 


this.caſe, to juſtifie our exceſhve grief for 
loſt Relations. And though I thall carry 
I 4 it 
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it in that line of Relation to which the 


Text directs, yet its equally applicable to 


all other. | 
1. Plea. 


You preſs me by many great conlide- 
rations to meekneſs and quiet | ſubmiſkpn 
under this heavy ſtroke of God : but yoy 
lictle know what ſtings my ſoul feels now 
In it. [5-5-9 

' This child wasa child of many pray- 
ers, it was a Samuel beg'd of the Lord, 
and I concluded when I had it, that it 
brought with it the'returns and an{wers 
of many prayers. But now I ſce it was 
nothing leſs: God had no regard to 
my prayers about it 3 nor was it given me 
in that ſpecial way of mercy as I imagined 
it to be. My child is not only dead, but 
my prayers in the ſame day ſhut out and 
denyed. DY 1.598 


I. Anſw. 


That you prayed for your children be- 
tore you had them was your duty, and-it 
you prayed not far them ſubmiſſively, 
referring it to the pleaſure of God to 
£1VC Or deny them, to continue or Fg 
oF _ them 
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them, as ſhould ſeem good to him) that 
was your fin 3 you ought not to limit the 
holy one of Iſrael, nor preſcribe to him, 
or capitulate with him, for what term 
you ſhall enjoy your outward comforts. 
If you did fo, it was your evil, and God 
bath juſtly rebuked it by this ſtroke : if 
you did pray conditionally, and ſubmiſ- 
favely, referring both the mercy asked, 
and continuance of it to the will of God 
as.you ought to do z then there 15s nothing 
in the death of your child, that croſſes 
the true ſcopeand intent of your prayer. 


2, Anſyer. 


Your prayers may be anſ{wered,though 
the thing prayed for be withheld, yea, 
or though it ſhould be given for a little 
while and ſnatcht away from you again. 
There are four ways of Gods anſwering 
prayers : by giving the thing prayed for 
preſently, Daz. 9.23. or by ſuſpending 
the anſwer for a time, and giving it after- 
wards , Lak. 18.7. or by withholding 
that mercy which you ask, from you, and 
giving you a much better mercy in the 
room of it, Dewt. 3. 24. comparcd with 
Deut. 34-4, 5. or laſtly, by giving you 
patience to bear the loſs or want of it, 
2 Cor. 12.9. ; Now 
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Now if the Lord have taken away 
your child or friend, and in lieu thereof 
given you a meek quiet ſubmiſſive heart 
to his will, you nced not ſay he hath ſhut 
out your Cry 


2, Plea. 


But I have loſt a lovely obliging: and 
moſt endearing child,one that was beauti- 
ful and ſweet 3 it is a ſtony heart that 
would not diſſolve into tears for the loſs 
of one {o detirable , fo engaging as this 
was. Ah its no common loſs ! 


I. Ayſwer. 


The more lovely and engaging your 
Relation was, the more excellent will 
your patience and contentment with the 
will of God in its death be ; the more 
lovelineſs, the more ſelf-denyal, and the 
* more {elt-denyal, the more grace. Had 
1t been a thouſand times more endearing]y 
1weet than it was, it was not too good 
to deny for God. If therefore obedience 
to thewill of God do indeed maſter na- 
tural affections 3 and that you look upon 
patience and contentment as much more 
 beautifulthan the ſweeteſt and moſt de- 
firable 
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firable enjoyment on carth, it may turn 
to you for a teſtimony of the truth and 
ſtrength of grace 3 that you can, like 
Abraham, part with a child whom you 
ſo dearly love, in obedience to the will 
of your God whom you love infinitely 
more. 


2, Anſwer, 


The lovelineſs and beauty of our chil- 
dren and Relations though it muſt be ac- 
knowledged a good gift from the hand of 
God 3 yet it is but a common gift, and 
oftentimes becomes a'ſnare, and is in its 
own nature but a tranſitory vaniſhing 
thing; and therefoxe no ſuch great ag- 
gravation of the loſs as is pretended. 

Ifay it's but a common gift 3 Elzab, 
Adonijab, and Abſolom, had as lovely a 
preſence as any in their generation. Yea, 
it's not only common to the wicked,with 
the godly, but to bruit animals as well as 
men, and to moſt that excel in it, it be= 
comes a temptation 3 the ſouls of ſome 
had been more beautiful and lovely, it 
their bodies had been leſs ſo. Beſide, 
it's but. a flower which flouriſhes in its | 
month, and then fades, This therefore 
ſhould not be reflected on as fo great a 
Clrcum- 
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circumſtance to aggravate your trouble, 


3. Anſwer. 


But if your Relation ſleep in Jeſus, 
he will appear ten thouſand times more 
lovely in the morning of the ReſurreCtion, 
than ever he was in this world. What is 
the exacteft pureſt: beauty of mortals, to 
the incomparable beauty of the Saints in 
the Reſurre&tion : Then ſhall the righ- 
teoxs ſhine forth as the Sun, in the King- 
dom of their Father, Mat. 13. 43. In this 
hope you part with them, therefore a& 
ſutably to your hopes. 


3. Plea. 


O but my child was nipt*off by death 
in the very bud, I did but ſee, and love, 
and part: had I enjoyed it longer, and 
had time to ſuck out the ſweetnels of ſuch 
anenjoyment, I could have born it caſter, 
but its months or years with me were 
ſofew, that they only ſerved to raiſe an 

tion, which was quickly, and 
— the more ſadly diſappoin> - 
ted. 


1. Anſw. 
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I. Anſwer. 


Did your friend dye young, or was the 
bond of any other Relation diflolved at- 
mog as ſoon as made? let not this ſeem 
ſo intollerable a load to you 3: tor if you 
have ground to hope they dicd in Chriſt, 
then they lived long e- pig mr. Bax- 
nough in this world. It's ter's Epiſtle ro 
truly ſaid, he hath ſayled life of Mr. 
long enough, that hath 9" Janeway. 
won the Harbour 3 and he hath fought 
long enough that hath obtained the victo- 
ry > he hath run long enough; that hath 
toucht the Gole z and he hath lived long 
enough on earth, that hath won heaven, 
be his days here never fo few. 


2. Anſwer. 


The ſooner your Relation dyed, the 
leſs fin hath been committed, and the leſs 
ſorrow felt: What. can you fee in this 
world but fin or ſorrow ? A quick paſlage 
through it to glory,is a ſpecial priviledge. 
Surely the world is not- ſo detuable a 
place that Chriſtians ſhould defire an 
hours time longer in it for themſclves or 
theirs, than ſerves to tit them for a betcer. 
3. 4Anſw. 
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Zo Anſwer. 


And whereas you imagine the partirig 
would have been eaſier, if the enjoyment 
had been longer, it is a fond and groufd- 
leſs fufpicion. The longer you had' enjoyed 
them, the ſtronger would the endear- 
ments have been. A young and tender 
plant may be ealily drawn up by a fingle 
hand, but when it hath ſpread and fixed 
its roots many years in the carth , it will 
require many a ſtrong blow and hard tug 
to root it up. AﬀecCtions like thoſe under- 
ground roots are fixed and ftrengthned 
by nothing more than conſuetude, and 
long pofſethon ; it*s much eafier parting 
now, than it would be- hereafter, what- 
ever you opine. However, this ſhould ſa- 
tishe you, that. Gods time is the belt 
fime. 


4. Plea. 
: O but 1 have loſt all in one it 1s my 
only one, I have none left in its room to 


fepair the breach, and make up the los3 
if God had given me other children to 


take comfort in. the loſs had not been fo - 


great, but to loſe all atone ſtroke, is in- 
{upportable. i. Anſwer. 
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I» Anſwer. 


Religion allows not to Chriſtians a li- 


berty of expreſſing the death of their 
dear Relations by fo hard a word as the 
loſs of them is. They are : 

not loſt but ſent before you. = amibtuntar, 
And it is a ſhameful thing _ oe en 
for a Chriſtian to be repro- 

ved for ſuch an uncomely expreſſion by 
an Heathen. It's enough to make- us 
bluſh to read what an Heathen faid in 
this caſe, Never ſay thou haft loſt any thing 
(faith Epictetus) but that _ '2 
it's returned, Is thy Son __ Enchiri. 
dead ? be is only reftored, * ”" 

Is thy inheritance taken from thee ? It is 
alſo returned. Anda while after he adds, 


&e TU) Toic Oeoje pinevy meu vices = ( i, &e ) Let 


every thing be as the Gods will have 


it. 
2, Anſwer, 


It's no fit expreſſion to ſay you have 


leſt all in one, except that one be Chritt,” 


and he being once yours, can never be 
lolt, Doubtleſs your meaning is, you have 
loſtzall your comfort of that kind 3 And 
what 
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what though you have ? are there not 
multitudes of comfoxts yet remaining of 
a higher kind, and more precious and 
durable nature? It you have no more of 
that ſort, yet ſo lang as you have better; 
what cauſe have you to rejoyce ? 


3. Anſwer. 


You too much imitate the way of the 
world in this complaint 3 they know not 
how to repair the loſs of one comfort; 
but by another of the fame nature, which 
multi be put in its room, to fill up'the va- 
cancy : But have you no other way to 
{apply your loſs? Have you not a God 


to tall the place of any creature that leaves. 


you ? Surely this would better become a 
man whoſe portion is in this life, than one 
that profefſes God is his all in all. 


5. Plea. 


 Obut my only Qne is not. only taken 
away, but there rcmains no expectation 
or probability of any more - I muſt now 
look upon my felt as a dry tree, never to 
take comfort in children any more, which 
is a cutting thought. 


\ 


T. Anſw: 


| 


I. Anſwer. 

Suppoſe what you ſay, that you have 
no hope or expecation of another child 
remaining to you; yetif you have a hope 
of better things than children, you have 
no reaſon to be calt down : bleſs God for 
higher and better ' hopes than theſe, +in 
Iſa. 56. 4, 5. the Lord comforts them 
that had no expeQation of ſons or 
daughtets,' with this, That be will. groe 
' unto them in his. hdwſe, and within his 
wells a place, and a name better than of 
Sons or of Danghters \, even an everlaſting 
name, that ſhall #ot be cut off. There are 
better mercies, and higher hopes than 
theſe; though: your - hopes of children; 
or from children ſhould be cut off; yet 
it your eternal hopes be (ſecure, and ſuch 
as ſhall not make you aſhamed, you ſhould 
hot be focalt down. 


4 Anſwer. 


, If God will not have your comfort to 
lye any more in children; then reſolve to 
place them' in himſelf, and , you. ſhall 
never find cauſe to complain of loſs by 
ſich an'exchange.” You will tind that in 

K O 
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God which is not to be had in the crea- 
ture : one hours .communjon with him | 
ſhall give you that, which the happieſt | 
Parent never yet bad from his children; 
you will exchange braſs for gold, periſh- 
. .ng vanity, for/folid and abiding excel- 
lency. l 


' 6. Plea. 


But the. ſuddenneſs of the ſtroke » 
amazing, Gog. gave little or no warning | 
to prepare for this tryal : Death executed | 
its -commilton, as ſoon-as it, open'd gt 
My dear Husband, Wife, ox Child,» was 
fnatcht unexpegedly out of my. arms, 
by a ſurprizing ſtroke 3 and this. makes 
my.ftroke heavier than. my complaint. | 


EF, Anſwer, 


That the death of your Relation was 
ſo ſudden and ſurprizing, was much your 
own faylt 3 who ought to have lived in 
the daily ſenſe of its vanity, and ex- 
pectation: of your ſeparation from: it: 
you knew it to-be a dying, comfort in its 
beſt eſtate; and it is no fuch wonderful 
:thing to ſee that.: dead, which we- knew 


before to be dying,: Beſides, you hey 
| the 


Confulna wud Smitfid,. _—_ 


the changes ringing round about you iri 


. bther families 3. you frequently ſaw other 


Parents, Husbands, and Wives cartying 
forth, cheir dead 3 And. what were” all 
theſe but warnings given J0u t0: Prepare 
for the like tryals? © !. 
Surely then it was your own ſceuriey 
regardlcinels that made this affliction 
ſutprizing_ to yon, and who 5 't6.be 
blamed for that, you know; 1 


S 6 , 
SY , 


_. Anſovorc. . = 
' . B ' : - 


There js \much difference bttwixt \the 
ſudden. death -of © infants, . and that. of 
grown perſons : The latter. may .,bave 
much work to. do, :many. lins actually ty 
peat of, and many. evidences of their 
intereſt in Chriſt to examine and clear, 
in oxdes to their more camfortable death; 
andiſo ſudden death ,may be deprecated 


' by them... 


But the caſe of Infants, 'who exercile 
not their reaſon, is far different, they have 


no ſuch work todo 3 but' are purely paſ- 


five; all that is done itt order to their 
falvation, .is done. by God iramediately 
upon them: 3 'and.ſo jt comes all to one; 
whether their death be more Quick, (9) 


more flow. 
| Ze Anfw: 
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3 Anſwer. 


Youtormplain bf the ſuddenneſs of the 
ſiroke, but another will be ready to fay, 
had my friend died in that” manner, ny 
aflition had been nothing to what it 
now is; I have ſeen many deaths cons 
trived into one: 1 ſaw the gradual aps 


proaches of it' upon- my dear Relation, | 


who felt every tread of death as it came 
on towards him, who often crycd with 
Fob, Chap. 3. 20. Wherefore # light given 
to bim that is in miſery, and life" to" the 
bitter in fout ? which long -for death' but 
it 'cometh jt not, and dig for it more than 
for bid treaſures © which rejoyce _— 
Sy and are glid,” when they can fi 
gran, 1559 
"That which you reckon” the ſting of 
your atfflition, others would © hare, 
reckoned a favour and priviledge. "How 
many tendet Parents, and other Relations 
who loved their ftiends as dearly 'as your 
felvcs, have been” forced 'to their knees 
upbn no other 'errajid” but "this; to be 
the Lord to haſten the ſepaxatipn, a 


put an'end to that forrow, which th them | 


was mich greattr tharr the ſorrow for tte 
dead. et 
| 7 . Plza: 


i 
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7, Plea. * | 


You preſs me to moderation of ſor- 


-rows, and I know I ought to ſhew- itz 


but you don't know how the caſe ſtands 


' with me, there's a ſting in this affliction, 


that none feels but my ſelf; And oh how 
intollerable is it now ! I neglected proper: 
means in ſeaſon to preſerve lite, or miſ-: 
carried in the'uſe of means. ' I now ſee 
ſach a negle&t or ſuch a miſtake about: the 
means, as Icannot but judge greatly to 
contribute to that ſad loſs which I now. 
(too late) lament. od 

O my negligence, O-my raſhneſs and 
inconſideratenels! How doth my Con- 
ſcience now {mite me for my folly ! and 
by this aggravate my burthen beyond * 
what is uſually felt by others. Had I ſea- 
ſonably apply'd -my ſelf to the uſe' of 
proper means, and kept. ſtrictly to ſuch 
courſes and counſels as thole that are able 
and skilful might have preſcribed. I might 
have now had :a living Husband, Wite, 
or Child : whettas I am now not. only 
bereaved, 'but am apt to think I have be- 


. reaved my felt of them.+ Surely , there 


is no ſorrow, like unto my ſarrow. 


K 3 1. Anſw. 
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'T.' Anſwer. 


-:Phough it be'-an: evil to negtect and 
light: the: means ordained by: [God for: re-:- 
aivery of| health,-yet it's2102 lefs- evit to 
aſcxibe ' 00: inch: to. them; or rely too: 
ranch on then, - | The beft- means in; the! 
world are weak-:and: incffefnal' without 
| Gods altiltande and concurrence, and they: 


never hays that his: afbſtance: or: conc») 


nice; when histime is come 3 and that 
rn falty comme. in your friends caſe, 45: 
ifeſted now:by the event; * So that 

if your friend had had chemolt excellent 
helps the world affords, they would have 
ayail'd nothing. Ehig confiderttion takes 
place only in yourcaſe, who ſeerwhar the 
' Will of 'God ts by the iſſue, and may no 
| be pleaded by any whilft it remains dt 
ious and ancertain, 26lt Linerally doth 
in time of ſickneſs, þ Pall | 


2% el 


ou not- unjuſt char g arid fanie 
Py for nutty ch ” not. really 
your fault ox negle&t? How, fax yow are: 
| chargeable i in this caſe will beft appear,by 
Eomparing the circumſtances you are now 
In 


, 


] 
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in, with thoſe you were in when ,your., 
Relation was only arreſted by. licknels 3, 
and it-was dubious to you what was your 
duty and belt courſe to takg. © _ 5+ 
Poſſibly. you had oþſcryed ſo many to - 
periſh m- Phyſitiaus hands, and ſo many 
to recqver without them, that you judged 
it ſafer for your friend, to be without 
thoſe gneans; ' than to be, hazarded by 
them. - P | 
Or it diverſe methods and courlſes 
were preſcsibed and perſwaded to, and 
yqu now {ce your error in preferring thgt 
which was moſt improper, and neglecting 
what was more ſafe and probable 3 yet as 
 langas it did not ſo appear to your un- 
deritandingat that time-3, but you follow - 
ed the;belt light you had to.guide you at 
that.time,, it were moſt unjuſt to charge 
the: fault,upon your ſclves, for. chuling 
that courſe that then ſeemed belt to you, 
whether it were ſo in itſelf or not,. - 
To be angry with your ſelves for do- 
jng,or om.t:ing what was then done, or 
omitted according to your belt diſcretion 
and judgment 3, becauſe you now fee it 
by the light. of the. event -far otherwile 
than you did before > is to be troubled 
that you are but men, or that you are not 
as God, who only cap foreſee Iſſues, and 
R 4  cyents; 
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events 3 and that you acted as all rational ' 
creatures are bound to do, according” to 
the beft light they have, at the time and 
ſeaſon of* ation, ores 7 


3 Anſwer. 


To conclude, times of great affliction 
are ordinarily tirges of great tempyation, 
and it's uſual with Satan then to charge 
us with more fins than we are really guil- 
ty of, andalfo to make thoſe things ſeem 
t® be- fins, ' which upon 'impartial ex+ 
amination will not be'found to be ſo. 
Indeed, had your neglect or miſcarri- 
age'been knowiug and voluntary 3 or had 
you really prefer'd a little money ( being 
able to give it) before the life of your 
Relation 3 ſo. that you did: deliberatly 
chaſe to hazard this, rather than part 
with that 3 no doubt then but there had 
been much evil of fin mixed with ' your 
affliction -: and your Conſcience may 
jaſtly (mite you for it as your im. But in 
the other caſe which is more common, 
+ andTIpreſume yours 3 it's a falſe charge, 
and you ought not- to abet the detignvat 
. Satan in it. 
_  Judg bythe ſorrow you now feel for 
your friend, -in what degree he was dear | 
Pls | to 
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to you, and what you could now be eon” 
. terſt to give to ranſom his life, if it could 
be done with money. - Judg I fay by this 
how groundleſs the charge is, that Satan 
now draws up againſt you 3 and you are 
but too ready. to yeild to the truth of 
It, | 


8. Plea. 7? 


But my troubles are upon a higher 
ſcore, and account. My ; child or friend 
is paſſed into Eternity, and I know "not 
how itis with its ſoul. Were I ſuxe that 
my Relation were with Chriſt, I ſhould 
bequiet3 but the fears .of the contrary 
are overwhelming, O it's terrible to think 
of the damnation of -one fo dear to 
mes v2 


I. Anſwer. 


Admit what the objeQion ſuppoſes, 
that you have real grounds to fear the & 
ternal condition of your dear Relation,yct 
it's utterly unbeſeeming you, even.in ſuch 
a caſeasthis , to diſpute with, or repine 
again(t the Lord. | | 

I doconfeſs it's a ſore and heavy tryal, 
_ and that there is no cafe more ſad, and 

ſink- 
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ſinking ta the ſpirit of a gracious. perſon, 
Their death is but a trifle to this 3, but yte, 
if you be ſich as fear the Lord, methinks 
his indiſputable $overdignty over them, 
and his Udftinguiſhing love and. mercy to 
you, ſhould at leaſt ſilence you in this 
matter. | 
Firſt, His indiſputable Soveraignty 
over them, Rom. 9. 20. 'Who art thos, 0 
mean, that diſputeſt with God ? He ſpeaks 
it in the matters of cternal election and 
reprobation. What if the : Lord will 
not be gracious to thoſe that are- ſo dear 
tous 3 4s there any-wrong done to them 
or us thereby ?' Aarons two Sons were 
<tit off in an a&toft im by the Lords im+ 
mediate hand, +and yet he held his peace, 
Levit. 10.3. God told Abrabam plainly 
that the Covenant ſhould not be eftabli{h- 
ed with I-mael, tor whom he ſo earneſtly 
pray'd,, O let Iſhmael . live before thee! 
and he knew that there was no ſalvation 
out '6f' the” Covenant; and yet-. he {ts. 
down filent 'under the word of the 
" Secondly,” But it this do not quietyou, 
yet, mcthinks; his diſtinguiſhing love and 
mercy to you, thould do it. '"O what do 
owe to God, that root and- branch 
had not been caſt together into the = 
; at 


» 
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that'the Eord hath given-you good hope: 
through grace, tharir ſhalt be well with 
you for ever. Let: this'ftop yaur mouth, 
and quiet,your ſpirit : though you ſhould” 


have grounds forthis fear, 
2, Anſwer. 


But pray examine the grounds of your 
feay, *whether it may not proceed Gow 
the ſtrength of your affections to the eter-= 
nal welfare of your 'friend, or from the 
ſubtiley of Satan deligning hereby to ayer- 
whelm and fwallow you up in forrow, as- 
well as . from juſt grounds and. cauſes?” 
In two caſcs it's' very-probable your fear 
may-proceed only from your own atffe- 
&ion or Satans temptation. 
Firjt., If your Relation died young, 
before it did any thing to deftroy -your 
hopes: 'Or, : 
Secondly, It grown and in fome good 
degree hopetul; only he did not in lite;or 
at death manifeſt and give evidence of 
grace, with that cle#rneſs as you de- 
fired. | . 
As'to the caſe of Infants in generalit's 
none of our concern to judg their .con--- 
dirion, and as for thoſe that ſprang from. 
Coyenanted parents, it becomes us to ex< - 
| | erciſe 
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exciſe Charity towards them : the Scrip- 
ture ſpeaks very favourably of them. 
Andas foy the more adule, who, have 
eſcaped the polutians of the warld, and 
made Conſcience of fin and duty, albeit 


they never manifeſted what you could de- 


fire they had; yet in them as in young 
Abijah, may be found ſome good thing to- 
wards the Lord, which» you never took 
| notice of. Reverence of your authority, 

baſhfulneſs and ſhamefac'dnefs, referved- 


neſs of diſpoſition, and many other things 
may hide. thoſe ſmall and weak -begin- = 


nings of, grace that are in children, -from 
the obſervations of -the Parents. - God 
might-fee that in them that :you' never 
ſaw'3 he deſpiſes not the day of 'ſ{mall 


things. Fry 


"However it be; it's now out of- your 
watch, your concerniment rather isto im- 
prove the affliction to your own good, 
than judge and determine their condition; 
which belongs not to-you, but Gog- 


9. Plea. 
-O but have Gnned in this Relation, 


and now God hath puniſht my fin in dif- 
ſalviyg it. . O faith one, my heart was: 


ſet too much upon it,' I even idoliz'd it; 
that 
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that was my fin. And faith another, I 
wanted due affections, and did not love 
thy Relation, at leaſt not ſo ipiritually as 
I ought, that was my fin. Now God is 
' viſiting me for all the negles and defects 
= have been in me towards my Re- 

t10Ns | TE 


F 1: Anſwer: 


There is no man ſo throtghly (anCti- 
hed,as not to fail and come ſhort inzmany » 
things pertaining to* his relative duties. 
And to ſpeak as the thing is, the 'cor- 
tuptions of the holieſt 'perſons are as 
much diſcovered in this, 'as.in arty other 
thing whatſoever: And it's a very com- 
mon thing for Conſcience, not only to 
charge theſe failuresupon as, but to ag- 
grddate them to the uttermoſt when Got 
hath made the ſeparation. So that this 
is no more than what 13 ufual and very 
common with perſons in your caſe. *, 


"2; Anſwers 


Admit that which the Objection ſup- 
poſes, that God hath ' afflifted you fer 
your tin, and removed that comtorttrotu 
yon which you Idolized and too oith 
« Is dotce 
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gdoxed on; yet there is no ' reaſon you 
ſhould be -40 caſt. down- under | your af 
Aion 3 for. all this. may be, and pro» 
bablyis the fruit af. his love to, and care 
over your ſoul. Rev. 3:19. He tells the 
afliced for their comfort, Whom I: love, 
-T rebuke and chaſte#. How much better 
is it to have an Idolized enjoyment .taken 
from you in mercy, than if God «hould 
fay concerning you as he did of Ephraim, 
Hoſ: 4 17. He is joyr'd 20 Idols, let him 
0Ne : - 
 _ - Oit'sbetter for, you thit your Father 
' now reckons with, you for your follies 
with the Ro& in his hand, than, to fay 
as he doth of ſome, let them go. on, I 
will not hinder them in, or rebuke them 
for their ſinful courſes 3 but will : reckon 
. with them for all together in Hell at 
laſt. -f Wee; - + 


© 2. Anſwer, 


And as to what you now charge upon 
your ſelf, that the neg of duty did | 
ſpring from the want of love to your Re- 
ation. . Your, ſorrows at parting may 
evidence that your Relation was rooted 
deep.in your affection : but it your love 
was not ſoſpiritual and pure) to love and 
| | _— enjoy 


| 
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enjoy them in God 3 that was undoubted- 
ly your lin, and js-the fin of moſt Chri- 
ftiansz for which, both you, and all 
others ought to be humbled. 


10. Plea. , 


God hath bleſſed me with an Eſtate, 
and outward . comforts - in the world, 
which I reckoned to have left te my po- 
ſterity, and now I have none to leave it 
with, nor havel any comfort to think 
- of it 3 the purpoſes of my heart are bro- 
ken off, and the comfort of all my other 
erjoyments blaſted by this ſtroke, in one 
hour. How are the pains and carcs of 
many years periſhed / 


I. Anſwer. 


How may are there in the world, yea, 
of your qwn acquaintance, whom God 
hath either denyed, or deprived. both of 
the comforts.of children and Eſtates too ? 
It he have left you thoſe outward com- 
torts you ought to acknowledge his 
goodneſs. therein, aud not to ſlight theſe 
eaſe he hath deprived you of the 
Other. 


2. Anſw, 
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22 Anſwer: 


, Though your childten be gotie, yet * 
God hath many children left in the world 
whoſe bowels you tay refreſh With what 
he hath beſtowed upon you 3 and your 
charity to them will doubtleſs turn to a 
more comfortable account, than if you 
had left a latge Eſtate to your own pox, 
ſterity. oo: ENT 
' Surely weare not ſent into this world 
to heap up great.eſtates for our children; 
and if you have been too cager. in this 
defign, you may'now read Gods juſt re-' 
buke of yout folly. Bleſs God you have 
yet an opportunity to ſerve God emt- 
nently by your Charity : and if God de- 
ty you othet Executors, let your own 
hands be your Exccutors, todifiribute to 
\ the neteſhty of the Saints 3 that the ble(- 


fings of them that are ready to perith ny 


tome upon you. 


> 


tt. Plea: 
ag 


© but the remembrance of its' witty ' ; 
words and pretty aQtibns is wounding; 


t; Anſ®. 
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: I. Anſwer. 
| Letit rather lift up your heart to God 
in praiſe that gave you ſo deſirable a 
child, than fill your heart with diſcon- 
tent 4t his hand in removing it. How 
many Parents are there in the world 
whoſe children God hath deprived of 
reaſon and underſtanding, fo that they 
'_ only differ from Beaſts in external ſhape 
and figure? And how many ſhew be- 
times ſo perverſe a temper, that little 
comfort can be expected from then ? 


2. Anſwer, 


Theſe are but ſmall circumſtances and 
trivial things in themſelyes but by theſe 
little things, Satan manages a great de- 
ſign againit your ſouls, to deject or ex- 
aſperate it : And ſurely this is not your 
buſineſs at this time 3 you have, greater 
things than the words and ations of chil- 
dren tomind : To ſearch out Gods end 
12 your affliction: To mortihe the cor; 
tuption it's ſent to rebuke; to quiet your 
yeart in the will of God: This is your 
work. 


| a 12, Plea: 
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12: Plea: 


Laſtly, It's Objagted, O but God hides 
his face fromme in my affliction, it's dark 
within as well as without, and this makes 
my caſe moſt deplorable, greatly afflicted, 


1. Anſwer. 


Though you want at preſent ſenſible 
comfort, yet you have reaſon to be thank- 
ful for gracious ſupports: Though the 
light of Gods countenance ſhine not upon 
you 3 yer you find the everlaſting arms 
are underncath you 3 the care of God 
worketh for you, when the conſokgtions 
of God are withdrawn from you. 


'. 2. Anſwer. 


To have God hide his face in time of 
trouble is no new, or unuſual thing; 
God's deareſt Szints,yca his own Son hath 

ienced it 3 who. in the deeps of in- 
ward and outward trouble, when wave 
called ynto wave, fei't not thoſe ſweet 
ſenſible influences of comfort from God 
which had alwajcs hil'd his foul m_ 


Conſidered and Satisfied. 149 
If Chrift cry in extremity, My God, my 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? Then lure 
we need not wonder, as if ſoine ſirange 
thing had happened to us. 


3. Anſwer. 


May not your unſubmiſſive carirage un- 
der the rod provoke God to hide his face 
from you? Pray conſider it well, no- 
thing is more probable than this, to be 
the cauſe of Gods with-drawment from 
you: Could you in meckneſs and quiet- 
neſs receive that cup your Father hath 
given you to drink 3 accept the puniſh- 
ment of your iniquities : ſay good is the 
word of the Lord, it is the Lord let him 
do what he will. You would ſoon find 
the caſe altered with you : but the com- 
forting ſpirit findsno delight nor reſt in a 
turbulent and tumultuous breaſt. 

And thus I have fatisticd the moſt con- 
fiderable Pleas urged in juſtification of 
our Exceſſes. 
| 4+ Icomenow to the laſt thing pro- 
poſed, namely, the means of curing and 
preventing theſe ſinful exceſſes of ſorrow 
for the death of our dear Relations: 

And although much hath been (aid al- 
ready to diflwade from this evil 3 atid x 


L 2 have 
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have enlarged already much beyond my 
frſt intention yet I ſhall caſt in ſome ' 
tarther help and aſliſtance towards the 
healing of this diſtemper, by preſcribing 
the following Rules : 


bs Rule. 


If you would not mourn exceſſively for 
the loſs of creature-comforts," then beware 
that you ſet not your' delight and love 
exceſſively or inordixately upon them whilſt 
you enjoy them. 

Strong affedons make ſtrong affiidions, 
the higher the Tyde, the lower the Ebb. 
According to the meaſure of our delight 
in the enjoyment, is our grief in the loſs 
of theſe things. The Apoſtle knits theſe 
two graces Temperance and Patience to- 
gether in the Precept, 2 Pet. 1. 16. And 
i.*s very obſervable how Intemperance and 
Impatience are inſeparably linked in Cx- 
perience,. yea, the experience of the belt 
men. You read Gen. 37. 3- How Iſrael 
Ioved Foſepb more tha all his children, be- 
cauſe he was the ſon of his old age , and b? 
made him a coat of many colours, FE 

This. was the darling, Jacobs heart was 
exccedingly ſet upon him, his very lite 
was bound up in the lite of the 290 

OW 
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Now when the ſuppoſed death of this 
child was brought to- him ; How did he 
carry it ? See Ver. 34, 35. And Facob 
rent bis cloaths, and put ſackcloth upon 
his loins , and mourned for his Son many 
days: And all bis ſons and all his daugh- 
ters roſe up to comfort him, but he refuſed 
to be comforted , and be ſaid, for I will go 
dows into the grave to my Son mourning : 
Thus bis Father wept for bim, 

Here as in a glaſs, the effects of ex- 
ceſſive loye to a child are repreſented. 
Here you may ſee what work immoderate 
love will make, even in a ſanctifed heart. 

O therefore let your moderation be 
known to all men, in your delights and 
ſorrows about earthly thingsz for or- 
dinarily the proportion of ghe one is 
anſwerable to the other. 


2. Rule. 


If you would not be overwhelmed with 
grief for the loſs of your Relations, be ex- 
att and careful in diſcharging your duties 
to them while you have them. 

The teſtimony of your Conſcience 
that you havelabourcd in all things to diſ- 
charge the duties you owed , to your Re- 
lations whilſt they were with you, will 
L 3 | prove 
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prove an excellent allay to your ſorrows 
for them, when they are no longer yours. 
*Tis not ſo much the fingle affliction, as 
the gnilt charged upon us in times of 
affliction, that makes our load fo 
heavy. 
' O what a texrible thing is it to look 
upon our dead; whilſt Conſcience is ac- 
cufing and upbraiding us for our duties 
neglected, 'and fuch or fuch ſms com- 
mitted *' O you little think how dreadful 
a ſpectacle this will make the dead body 
of thy friend to thee. -- 5 a 
Conſcience' if not quite ftupid , or 
dead, will ſpeak at ſuch'a time. O there- 
fore as ever you would provide for a com- 
fortable parting at death; or meet again 
at Judgment 3 be exa&, punctual : and 
circumſped in all your relative duties- 


3. Rule. 


' . If you would not be overwhelmed by 
#rouble for the loſs of your Relations, then 
tern to God under your trouble; and pow 
out your ſorrows by prayer into his b0- 
ſom, | "6b ULDD 

' This will cafe and allay your troubles: 
Bleſſed be 'God ' for the ordinance of 
prayer z How much are all the Saints be- 
LCL b" holding 
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holding to it at all times, but eſpecially 
In heart ſinking and diftreſsful times'! 
It's ſome relief, when in diſtreſs we can 
pour out our trouble into the. boſom -of 
a Wife, or faithful Frietid 3* How mach 
more when we leave our complaint before 
the gracious, wiſe and faithful God ? T 
told you before of that holy main; who 
having loſt his dear and only Son, got tb 
his Cloſet 3 there poured out his foul 
freely to the Lord, and when he came 
dewn to his friends that were waiting 
below to comfort him, and fearing how 
he would bear that ſtroke; he came from 
his duty with a chearfyl countenance, 
telling them; he would be content to, 
bury a Son (it it were poſſible) every day, 
. provided he might but enjoy ſuch- cotn- 
fort as his ſoul had found in that private 
hour. 
Go thy way,Chriſtian, to thy God, get 
thee to thy knees in the cloudy and dark 
day 3 retire fromall Creatures that thou 
mayſt have thy full liberty with thy God, 
and there pour out thy heart before him, 
in free, full and broken-hearted confe(- 
lions of ſin : Judge thy- ſelt worthy of 
Hell as well as of this trouble : Juftihe 
God in all his ſmarteft ſtrokes 3 beg him 
in this diſtreſs to put under thee the ever- 
| L 4 laſting 
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ing arms : intreat one ſmile, one pr; 
cious look to inlighten thy darkneſs and 
chear thy drooping, ſpirit. Say with the* 
Prophet, Jer. 17. 17, Be not then a terrour 
#0 me, thou art my hope in the day of evil, 
And try what relict ſuch a courſe will 
afford thee. Surely if thy heart be fin- 
cere in this courſe, thou ſhalt be able to 
fay with that holy may, Pſal. 94. 19. In 
the multitude of my thoughts which I had 
within me, thy comforts have delighted my 
ſoul. 745! X 


4. Rule. 


If you would bear the loſs of your dety 
Relations with moderation, eye God in the 
whole proceſs of the afflition more, and ſe- 
condary cauſes and circumſtances of the 
matter leſs. YE 
-- TI was dumb, TI opened not my mouth ; 
becauſe thou did(t it, Plal. 39. 9. Conlider 
the hand of theLord in the whole mat- 
ter : And that © © 

Firft, As a Soyeraign hand, which hath 
right to diſpoſe of thee and all thy com- 
forts without. --.thy leave or conſent, 
Fob 33. 13. 625 Wh | 
. . Secondly, Asa Fathers hand correcting, 
thee inloye and faithfulneG, Prov. Gr, I. 

| Ie om 
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Whom the Lord Ioveth he correfieth,as a Fa- 
ther the Son in whom he delighteth. O if 
once you could but ſeeraffliction as a 'rod 
in a Fathers hand, as proceeding from 
his love, and -intended for your eternal 
Sood > How quict would you then 

And ſurely if it draw your heart near- 
er to God, and mortihe it more to this 
vain world ; it is a rod in the hand of 
ſpecial love: If it end in your love to 
God, doubt not but it comes from Gods 
love to,you. 

Thirdly, As a juſt andrighteous hand : 
Haſt thou not procured this to thy ſelf by 
thy own folly ? Yea, the Lord is juſt. in 
all that is come upon thee: Whatever he 
hath done, yet he, hath done thee no 
Wrong. 

Fourthly, Laſtly, As a moderate and 
merciful hand that hath puniſhed thee leſs 
than thine iniquities deſerve 3 he hath 
caſt thee into affliction, he might juſt- 
ly have caſt thee into Hell. It's of 
the Lords mercy that thou art not 
conſumed, Why doth the living man 
complain ? 


5. Rule. 
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5, Rule, 


If you wonld bear your affliction with 
moderation, _— it with the affliftion of 
other men, and that will greatly quitt 
your ſpirits. 

You have no cauſe to fay God hath 
dealt bitterly with you, and that there 
is no ſorrow like your ſorrow: Look 
round about you and impartially con» 
fider the conditions that others are in: 
and they nothing inferiour to you in any 
reſpet. You: have one dead child, 
Aaron had two at a firoke, Job all at one 
ſtroke: and both theſe by an immediate 
ſtroke from the hand of God. Some 

y Parents have lived to ſee their chil- 
rendye in their{in by the hand of Juſtice: 
others have ſeen them live to the diſho- 
nourof God, and breaking of their own 
ſpirits: and would have eſteemed it a 
mercy if they had dyed from the womb, | 
and given up the ghoſt when they catiie 
out of the belly, as Fob ſpeaks. 

In what miſery, have ſome Parents 
ſeen their- children lye ? God holding 
them as ſo many terrible ſpectacles of mi- 
{ery before their eyes 3 ſo that they have | 
tbeg'd the Lord with importunity, wh 
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Jooſe his hand and cut them off. Death 
being in their eſteem, nothing to thoſe 
continual agonies in which they have feen 
them lye ſweltering from day to day. Oh 
you little know what a bitter cup others 
have had given them to drink ! Surely 
if you compare, you mult {ay, the Lord 
hath dealt gently and graciouſly with 


YOu. 
'6. Rule. 


Carefully ſhun and avoid whatſoever may 
renne your ſorrow, or provoke you to im- 
patzence, 

Increaſe not your ſorrow by the ſight 
of, or diſcourſes about ſad objes, but 
labour to avoid them as occaſions pre- 
ſented by the enemy of your ſouls, to 
draw forth the corruptions of your 
hearts: | 

I told you before, why Jacob would 
not have the child of which Rachet dyed 
called after the name his wife had given, 
Benoni, the Son of my ſorrow 5 leſt it 
ſhould prove a daily occaſion of renu- 
ing his-trouble for the loſs of his dear 
Wife 3 but he called his name Benjaman.. 

Your impatience is like tinder, or Gun= 
powder, fo long as you can prevent the 
j ſparkes 
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ſparks from falling on it, there is ng 
great danger: But you that carry. (ach 
,dangerous prepared matter in your own 
hearts, canhot be too careful, to prevent 
them. Do by murmuring as you. . do by 
blaſphemous thoughts, think quite ano- 
ther way, and give no occalion. 


7. Rule. 


In the day of your mourning for the 
death of your friends, ſeriouſly conſider your 
own. death as approaching, and that you 
and your dead are diſftinguiſht but by a 
ſmall interval and point of time. 

2 Sam. 12.23. Tſhallgo to him. Surely 
the thoughts of your own death, as, ap- 
proaching alſo, will greatly allay your 
ſorrows for the dead, that gre gone be- 
fore-you. | 5s 

Weare apt to fancy a long life in the 
world, and then the loſs of, thoſe com- 
forts which we promiſed our ſelves fo 
much of the ſweetneſs and comfort of 
our lives from, ſeems an intollerable 
thing, | 
But would .you reallize your own 
deaths more, you would not be ſo deeply 
concerned for their death as you are- 
Could you but look into your own graves 
more 


þ 
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more ſeriouſly, you would be able to 
look into your friends grave more com- 
poledly. 

And thus I have finiſhed what I de- 
ſigned from this Scripture. The Father 
of mercies, and God of all comfort, 
whoſe ſole Prerogative it is to comfort 
them that are cait down , write all his 
truths upon your hearts, that they may 
abide there, and reduce your diforder'd 
affections to that frame which beft ſaits 
the will of God, and the profdhon you 
make of ſubjeQion and refignation there- 
unto. 


